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XRF REMITTANCES 77 MAIL. “A postmaster may en- 
ciose money in a letter to the publisher of a newspaper, 
to pay the subscription of a third person, and frank the 
letter, if written by himself."°—Amos Kendall. 

Someof our subscribers may not be aware that they 
may save the postage on subscription money, by re- 
questing the postmaster where they reside to frank their 
etters containing such money, he being able to satisfy 
himself before a letter is sealed, that it contains nothing 
but what refers to the subscription. [Am. Farmer. 
a ELE RL SL PER EY CE I EP PL i EL 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT—Receivers 
of public moneys: James H. Elliott, at Winamac, 
(Ia.) vice Jesse Jackson, deceased. 

Lanceford R. Noel, at Danville, (Ill.) vice Thos. 


James, declined the appointment. 


FOREIGN ARTICLES. 

The steamer Acadia, arrived at Boston on the 17th 
inst. having left Liverpool on the 4th, 12 days and 
17 hours from dock to dock—including 10 hours 
detention at Halifax. 

The steamer President left Liverpool on the Ist 
inst. and has arrived at New York. 

The apprehension of a war in Europe on the east- 
ern question has somewhat subsided, notwithstand- 
ing the tone assumed by the French journals on the 
commencement of hostilities by the bombardment 
and destruction of Beyrout. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

Death of princess Augusta. On the 22d of Sep- 
tember, at 20 minutes past 9 o’clock, departed this 
life, at Clarence house, St. Jaines’ palace, after a 
long and painful illness, her royal highness the prin- 
cess Augusta Sophia, aunt to her most gracious 
majesty, to the great grief of all the royal family. 
Her royal highness was in her 72d year, having 
been born on the 8th November, 1768. She was 
the sixth child and second daughter of George III 
and queen Charlotte. Within a few weeks of her 
death, she presented all her domestics, who were 
much attached to her, with a copy of her portrait, 
as the last acknowledgment which she should make 
of their attentions. 

Fire at Davenport. A fire broke out on board the 
Talavera, line-of-battle-ship in the North dock, on 
the 28th ult. which was entirely destroyed. The 
fire also communicated with several buildings con- 
nected with the Royal Naval arsenal, and was ex- 
tinguished only after having destroyed the Talavera, 
Imogen frigate, and property amounting to eight 
hundred thousand pounds. It is not known how it 
occurred. 

Allempt to fire Sheerness dock yurd. Sheerness, 
Friday evening,8 P.M. Her majesty’s ship Cam- 
peso, 120 guns, was attempted to be fired in the 

asin this evening by some incendiary. The fire 
Was discovered in a midshipman’s berth, but was 
extinguished after buraing a locker, but on further 
Search a well laid train was discovered in the war- 
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rant officer’s store rooms, consisting of rosin, oakum 
and lucifer matches. The above is official. 

Lieut. Fayrer, R. N. had been dismissed from the 
command of the steamer President. His friends 


9| had held a meeting on the subject, at which a letter 


in his own defence was read, and elicited immense 
applause. The moving cause of his dismissal ap- 
pears to have heen the dissatisfaction of the owners 
of the President on account of the time occupied by 
that steamer in crossing the Atlautic. 

London, October 3, 1840. General Hamilton has 


4| satisfactory treaty. Iflord Palmerston is not utterly 


absorbed in the treaty question of the east, this will 
attract his attention, as the effect will be to intro- 
duce German goods by means of Dutch shipping 
into Texas and Mexico—and over jealousy of Ger- 
man manufacturers, you are well avare of. 

I have not yet seen the general since his return, 
and therefore am unable, by this conveyance, to 
give you any information respecting his financial 
prospects, : 

British fleet in the Mediterranean. The following 
is, we believe a correct list of the British fleet in 
the Mediterranean:— ses 


1. Princess Charlotte, 
2. Powerful, 84 
3. Ganges, 84 
4. Thunderer, 84 
5. Bellerophon, 78 
6. Revenge, 76 
7. Cambridge, 78 
8. Asia, 84 
9. Implicable, 74 
10. Hastings, 72 
11. Benbow, 72 
12. Edinburgh, 72 
On passage out— 
Rodney, 92 
Vanguard, 84 
Castor, 36 
Pique, ee 36 
Inconstant, (at Gibraltar, itis said), 36 
Fitting— 
Britannia, 120 
Howe, 120 
Calcutta, 84 
Belleisle, (no men) 72 


Money market. London, Friday morning, Oct. 2. 
The bucyant state of the English fund yesterday 
has not led to any further improveient to-day in 
the price of consols. On the contrary there was 
rather a tendency downwards in the early part of 
the day, the quotation for the account being 88% 
to 4. 
Ries Oct. 2. Monetary affairs have been 
again depressed during the present day, the conse- 
quence of the less pacific tendency of the accounts 
from France. The result of the cabinet meeting 
held in London on Monday last has been published 
in the Parisian newspapers, and the account appear. 
ing in the Capitole is believed in the city to be sub- 
stantially correct. ‘The determination fo carry out 
the treaty of July, and the circumstance that no 
real proposition appears to have been made by the 
French government to the English cabinet, have 
created a return to the former doubts, difficulties 
and alarms of the capitalists; and consequently eve- 
ry department of the money market has become 
very gloomy in the course of the present afternoon. 

The fallin consols is about 3-8 per cent. on the 
quotation of last night, but the speculative business 
has been large at that reduction and the market pre- 
sented every appearance of a tendency to still low- 
er rates. 

Cotton market. Liverpool, Oct.3. Since the 30th 
ultimo, the demand for cotton has been moderate 
and without any speculative operation, but the mar- 
ket, though languid, remains steady. The sales for 
the week, ending last evening, amounted to 27,060 
bales; of which 5,260 were upland at 5426}; 9,920 
Orleans at.5a8; 7,780 Alabama and Mobile at 5ja 
63; and 220 Sea Island at 124a223d. per Ib. 

Corn market. Liverpool, Oct. 3. The duty on 
wheat yesterday advanced to 18s. 8d. per quarter, 
and on flour to 11s. 23d. per barrel, and must soon 
be still higher. Flour, duty paid, dull at 343.a35s. 
per barrel; the value in bond is uncertain. 

During the last two days the weather, although 
cloudy, has been much nore favorable than in the 


returned from Holland where he has signed a very | p 


which, if general, will accelerate the proceeding of 
harvest in the counties north of Lancashire and 
some parts of Ireland, where much grain, particu- 
larly oats, is still reported to remain unsecured. 
Excepting oatmeal, of which the supply is mode- 
rate, we have received very little produce from Ire- 
land, and scarcely any coastwise since Tuesday; 
the import of foreign grain also, has been limited 
merely to 5,207 qrs. of wheat; but of Canadian and 
U. States flour the arrivals furnish 16,560 bbls. upon 
which the duties of 13s. 8d. per quarter, and 8s, 24d. 
er bbl. have been freely paid, and several cargoes 
detained on the passage will of course be liable to 
higher rates, now advance upon wheat to 18s. 8d. 
on oats to 4s. 9d. on peas to 5s. per quarter, on. flour 
to lls. 23d. per bbl. and reduced on barley and In- 
dian corn to 9s, 4d. per quarter; those upon British 
colonial growth remaining unvaried. 

FRANCE, 
The Moniteur announces, that by a royal ordi- 
nance of the 21st of September, an additional credit 
has been opened for the minister of war of 51,674,000 
francs, to provide for the urgent expenses resulting 
from the increase of the effective and material of the 
army. The sanction of the chambers for this ex- 
traordinary credit will be applied for in the ap- 
proaching session. 
The French papers publish a transcript, taken 
from the Beigian journals, of a note, addressed, on 
the 31st of August last, to Mr. H. L. Bulwer, Bri- 
tish minister at Paris, in the absence of lord Gran- 
ville, the object of which is to prove that it was 
France that voluntarily separated from the four 
powers, and not the four powers from France. 

There wasa rumor that admiral Lalande was 
about to return and proceed with the squadron of 
reserve to the straits of Gibraltar. 

Trial of Madame Laffrage. The trial of Ma- 
dame Laffrage was resumed on the 19h. M. Bac 
made his reply to the advocate general. The pre- 
sident afterwards made his charge to the jury who 
then retired, and after an absence of three quarters 
of an hour returned into court, and the foreman de- 
livered the following verdict—‘guilty, with exte- 
nuating circumstances.” ‘ 

The president then ordered Madame Laffrage to 
be brought forward. She, however, had fainted, 
and was in such a state as to render her reappear- 
ance impossible. The president, therefore, pro- 
nounced the sentence in her absence—hard labor 
for life and exposure in the pillory. Madame Laff- 
rage remains in a dangerous state. 

Paris, Sept.30. The cabinet council of Monday. 
We extract the following from the Capitole: “For 
the last two days the political world has been much 
interested in the council extraordinary which was 
tu be held in London. It was known in a vague 
manner that all the members of the British cabinet 
would come to a decisive resolution on the eastern 
question. This council has been held, and its re- 
sults were known in Paris at half past two to day 
(Tuesday.) Little has transpired concerning the 
contents of those important despatches; neverthe- 
less, rumors were spread, and caused a very strong 
reaction on the exchange. 

Before making known the information, which we 
have derived froin, we believe, a very good source, 
we ought to say a word on the facts, anterior to the 
ineeting of the British council. It will be recol- 
lected that the voyage of M. Walewski to Alexan- 
dria had for its object to induce Mehemet Ali to 
make some concessions to the porte. The viceroy 
made them, and M. Walewski set off immediately 
for Constantinople, in order to prepare the divan to 
accept them. The divan showed itself inclined to 
conciliation, and relied on the good offices of France 
for definitively concluding its arrangement with 
Mehemet Ali. These inclinations of the porte be- 
ing well known both at London and Paris, lord Pal- 
merston requested the French cabinet to draw up 
in writing its definitive resolution upon this new 
phrase of the eastern question. M. Thiers, who 
had been duped so many times already, was appre- 
hensive of being so again, and he begged the Eng- 
lish ministry itself to declare its final intentions.— 
Lord Palmerston not daring, as he said, to adopt an 
important determination without consulting his col- 
leagues, promised to convoke them in a grand 
council. This grand council bas been held, and we 
have every ground to believe that the resolutions 
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Mehemet.Ali should be rejected; 2d, that the exe- 
cution of the treaty should be carried out to its full 
extent; and, 3d, that adiniral Stopford should be re- 


_primanded for having shown weakness in the exe- 


cution of the coercive measures. 
_. The trial of prince Louis Napoleon was progress- 
tng, Before the chamber of peers. 
he testimony of count Montholon and the other 
officers who attended the prince in his daring at- 
tempt, goes to show that none of them knew of his 
design until a short time before the landing at Bou- 
logne. The count declares that if his name appear- 
ed at the bottom of the proclamations, it was totally 
unknown to him. He adds: “it would have been 
an act of cowardice not to have landed with the 
others. I could not have abandoned the prince at 
such a moment.” 


_ Military preparations. The last accounts from 
France represent the government as actively pro- 
ceeding in the work of surrounding Paris with a line 
of barricades. The following is the plan adopted 
by the government: 

There shall be raised a bastioned wall, terraced 
and faced with masonry, thirty feet in height, with 
glacis and contrescarp. in earth. Exterior works 
casemated, ciosed at the gorge, regularly construct- 
ed with contrescarp in masonry and covered way. 
St. Dennis shall be fortified; Charenton shall have 
permanent works constructed for the purpose of in- 
suring the possession of the two rivers. The works 
shall commence by the exterior forts of Nogent, 
Rosny, Noisy, Ro:nainville, Mount Valerien, Ivry, 
St. Dennis, and the construction of the other works 
will continue on all these points. A camp of 30,000 
men will be distributed in different stations, accord- 
ing as the works require it. The minister of public 
works, shall unite himself with the minister of war 
for the direction and forwarding these works. The 
Ponts et Chausees sha!l open a stategie road from the 
centre of Pantin to the Maine.” 

The papers of M. Thiers thus speak of the pro- 

ject: 
. “A wall regularly constructed surrounds Paris 
and its suburbs, and will enclose a space triple the 
surface actually built on. It will make no alteration 
in administrative divisions, nor will it obstruct any 
existing communications. It will be protected 
against enemies’ batteries by exterior works, more 
remote from Paris than the fortress of Vincenness. 
These works will forin the first line of defence, and 
will keep the enemy ata sufficient distance from 
Paris to render impossible the action of incendiary 
projectiles. This plan, which unites all the advan- 
tages of the different systems hitherto proposed, is 
of a date anterior to recent events. It resolves the 
principal difficulties, delivers Paris from the fear of 
all external danger, and renders a siege impossible, 
by depriving the enemy of all hope of carrying a 
fortress soimmense. It will have considerable in- 
fluence on the policy of France, rendering impossi- 
ble the greatest danger that conld befall the capital 
in case of external war. It will form, with the beau- 
tiful works already executed at Lyons, two great 
centres of resistance on the two most important 
points of our territory. In giving an immense force 
to France, it augments the chances of peace, and 
diminishes those of war.” 

The Alsace of Strasburg states that orders have 
been received there for the putting into a complete 
state of defence all the fortified places of the military 
division of which that city forms the centre. Lieuf. 
general Pelletier, inspector general of the artillery, 
had arrived there. 


FRANCE AND EGYPT. 

From the London Morning Herald of October 5. 

Most imporlant. We have this morning received 
the following important coinmunication from our 
correspondent at Paris: 

Paris, Oct. 2, (half past 8, Friday morning.) 

I hasten to inform you that the French govern- 
ment have received the following inost important 
telegraphic dispatch: 


‘Marseilles, Oclober 1, (half past 1.)° 

‘Malta, Sept. 27. The Prometheus, which left 
Beyrout the 20th, announces that, after bombard- 
ment of nine days, which reduced the town to ashes, 
the Egyptians evacuated the town in the night, and 
the allies took possession of it. 

“The Oriental, which quitted Alexandria on the 
24th, inakes known that the firman deposing Mehe- 
met Ali had been communicated on the 21st to his 
highness, by the consuls-generals of the four pow- 
ers, who instantly struck their flags, and retired on 
board their shipping. 

' “Director of the Telegraph Fiocon.” 

The above is the most important and alarming 
intelligence that could be received. As members 
of the French government have said that if the trea- 
ty were executed a l’outrance, ihere must be war, 
I dare not say more to alarm the public mind, but | 


view it as much fatal news, and I have good reason 
to dy so. - 

The above intelligence has produced a complete 
panic in the city, and consols had failen nearly 14 
per cent. viz: from 87j to 863. We may also add, 
that 100,000 consols were offered at 86, and no 
takers. Purchasers were, however, shortly, after- 
wards obtained at that price. 

Ten thousand additional troops have been order- 
ed to embark ‘at Constantinople for Cyprus. We 
have already stated that Mehemet Ali either was or 
feigned to be seriously indisposed. His disease is 
said to be a boil on the spine, an affection peculiar 
to the Nile: His late apparent huiility to the sul- 
tan, and his offer through Rifat bey to surrender 
Candia and Adan, are believed to have been a mere 
ruse to gain time and had his offer been accepted, 
he would probably not have abided by them. 

The intelligence frora Beyrout is extremely con- 
tradictory. It is said commodore Napier has made 
prizes of some Egytian ships he had already seized, 
and that he continues to interrupt all supplies going 
towards the coast. ‘The governor of Beyrout has, 
on the other hand, literally offered a reward for the 
head of lord Ponsonby’s dragoman, Mr. Moore.— 
He is, however, safe. on board the commander’s 
ship. The city is now blockaded by a-very strong 
squadron, consisting of the Powerful, the Eden- 
burgh, the Thunderer, the Ganges, the Banbow, 
the Castor, the Carysfort, and the Gorgon steamer. 

The Jean, manned with 750, and the Scipio with 
670 men, have sailed for the Levant. These two 
ships are destined to reinforce the French Mediter- 
ranean fleet, under admiral Hugon. The Euphrates 
and /étna steamers had already preceded them. 
The ‘Trident, manned by 600 imen, has bent sails 
for Philippeville. It conveys 960 men td join the 
22d, 26th and 6Ist regiments. The Cocyte has set 
out for Algiers with despatches for marshal Valiee, 
conveying 790 military passengers, of whom 24 are 
officers. Accounts froin L’Orient state that beside 
the fleet in the Mediterranean, and the ships in 
course of armament at the various ports, at L’Orient 
alone, (one of the smailest of the French ports), 
there is at this moment ready for sea six sail of the 
line, seven frigates, and three steam vessels, be- 
sides several simall vessels. 

EGYPT. 

Refusal: of the pacha of Egypt to accede to the 
terms offered by the combined powers. The following 
is an extract of a letter received at Lloyd’s, from | 
their agent at Canstantinople, dated September 9. 
“A Turkish steamer has just arrived from Alexan- 
dria, bringing, it is reported, the pasha’s positive 
and final refusal to listen to the arrangement which 
the four combined powers have agreed upon with 
regard to his difference with the pasia.”’ 

The quadruple treaty. In relation to the treaty, 
the Baltimore American says:—It is still uncertain 
whether Mehemet Ali has accepted or refused the 
conditions proposed to him by the allied powers.— 
The facts relative to this treaty are in substance 
these: Mehemet Ali having long held dominion in 
Eyypt, and having by the aid of his son [brahim 
subdued Syria, was deterinined to possess these 
countries in his own right, without the acknow- 
ledyment of even nominal subjection to the sultan. 
The open avowal of this determination was made 
towards the close of Mahtnoud’s reign, who imme- 
diately despatched a Turkish fleet to hold the pasha 
in check, until his own forces, assisted by the pow- 
er of Russia, could be in readiness to take the field. 
The Turkish fleet instead of opposing Mehemet 
Ali went over and joined him. ‘The porte was now 
in consternation. Ibrahim had put his army in mo- 
tion and was threatening Constantinople; the sultan 
had no means of defence upon which he could rely. 
In this state of things, Russia was quite willing to 
take the sultan under her sole protection—in accor- 
dance with a system of warlike diplomacy which 
has been practised of late years with some success, 
especially by Great Britain in India. This syste: 
is to sustain an imbecile government with the view 
of controlling it and of governing through it. 

But England was not disposed to allow Russia 
the privilege of exclusive protection. Her friend- 
)ship for the sultan was equally tender and strong, 
and she was not willing to be outdone in political 
generosity by the czar. These two great powers 
may be considered as the principals in the late ne- 
gotiations; and they are utterly antagonist to one 
another, though in alliance. Austria and Prussia 
are not much more than nominal parties—or if of 
influence in the affair, it is on the side of Russia, 
no doubt, from the force of sympathy and of Rus- 
sian influence. Turkey, by ber position, commands 
the overland or interior route to India; hence nei- 
ther Russia nor England is willing that the exclusive 
control should be possessed by a rival. 

France is hostile to the treaty because she can 





— 








expect to derive no advantage from it; and further- | 


— 





inore because she hopes to exercise over Egypt and 
Syria the same sort of infiaence which the Other 
great powers are seeking over Turkey. 

But to the conditions of the treaty: The four 
powers in behalf of the sultan demand of Mehemet 
Ali that he relinquish within twenty days all claim 
to the hereditary possession of Syria and Egypt in 
his own right. -If he acceeds to this he will be al. 
lowed the pachalic of Egypt to himself and his 
descendants on payment of af annual tribute; he 


will be allowed also during his own life to hold the 


government of a portion of Syria, the pachalic of 
Acre, on condition likewise of paying tribute. He 
is required to give up the Turkish fleet and crews 
without charging expenses during the time of de. 
tention. He must recail bis forces from the coun. 
try recently conquered by his son Ibrahim; and the 
army and navy which he. may hereafter keep in 
Egypt shall be considered as a part of the forces 
of the Ottoman empire. The laws of the Ottoman 
empire shall be in force in the pachalics of Egypt 
and Acre, though Mehemet may levy taxes to sup. 
port his government. 

These are hard terms, and not easily to be digest. 
ed by an ambitious potentate, flushed with conquest, 
warlike in disposition, and conscious of his own 
ot The consideration that they are imposed 

y foreign Christian nations is not likely to tnake 
the conditions more palatable. The hesitancy of 
the French government, which is in truth desirous 
of peace, has tended to protract the final issue, and 
to throw uncertainty upon it. With the assurance 
of support from France, Mehemet would hardly 
waste a moment in coming to the conclusion of 
immediate resistance. ‘The next arrival from Eu. 
rope will probably bring defiuite intelligence one 
way or the other. 

Dreadful earthquake. The account of the fall- 
ing of a part of Mount Ararat shaken down by an 
earthquake, with a terrible destruction of human 
life, is confirmed. The St. Petersburg #beille du 
Nord, of September 11th, publishes the following 
letter, dated Tifflis, August 13th: 

«You have doubtless heard of the terrible earth- 
quake of Mount Ararat, which has totally destroy- 
ed the town of Makitcheman, damaged all the 
buildings at Erivan, and devastated the two dis. 
tricts of Sharour and Sourmate,in Armenio. All 
the villages in those districts have been destroyed. 
The earth is rent in sucha manner, that all the 
cotton and rice plantations have perished for want 
of water. But the most awlul event has taken 
place in the neighborhood of Mount Ararat. A 
considerable mass was loosened from the inoun- 
tain, and destroyed every thing in its way for the 
distance of seven wrests, (nearly five Engiisi 
miles). 

Among others, the great village of. Akhoula bas 
had the fate of Herculaneum and Pompeii. Above 
one thousand inhabitants were buried under heaps 
of rocks. <A thick fluid, which afterwards be- 
came a river, ran from the interior of the moun- 
tain, which was opened, and following the sane 
direction, swept over the ruins, and carried with it 
the corpses of the unfortunate inhabitants of Akhouli, 
the dead animals, &c. The shock continued to be 
felt every day in the above mentioned districts, and 
enterely laid them waste; then the shocks became 
less frequent. Araratis not yet quiet; the day be- 
fore yesterday [ was awakened by two violent sub- 
terraneous commotions. 


RUSSIA. 

The steam packet Sjrius arrived at the London 
docks from St. Petersburg, on Saturday, the 26th 
ult. She left Cronstadt on the morning of Wednes- 
day. She brings accounts that 12,000 men were to 
embark at first, and in the event of Ibrahim’s 
marching on Constantinople, a second expeditivn 
would be sent. 


ALGIERS. 

A despatch from marshal Vallee to the french 
minister of war, giving a detailed account of the de- 
feat of an Arab force near the Oued Boudouaon, on 
the 19th ult. is published in tne Moniteur. Full 
particulars of this engagement have already been 
given in the Times, 

Another despatch from marshal Vallee, dated the 
21st of September, states that an attempt made by 
Bouhamedi, Kalifa, of Tlemecen, to carry off some 
cattle from the allied Douars, was repelled with 
loss. Abdel-Kader was ill at Mascara, and the 
greater part of his regular troops were in the east, 
where they had been defeated on the 29th of Au- 
gust, and also on the Ist of September. by general 
Changarnier and colonel Levasseur, Benthamit Ka- 
lila of Mascara, was at Saida, collecting eontribu- 
tions, and Bouhamedi was occupied in removing 
stores and troops from Tlemecen to Trafraoua. 
The recruiting for.the Emir’s regular troops con- 
tinued. 
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HOLLAND. 


Abdication of the king. The Amsterdam papers 
of Wednesday announce the abdication of the king 
of Holland in favor of his son, It appears that his 
majesty communicated his intentions to his ministers 
before setting out the day before from the Hague to 
the castle of Loo, A proclamation will be issued in 
a few days informing his subjects of his resolu- 
tion. The Handlesblad says that the king, having 
summoned the prince and princess of Orange to 
Loo, communicated his intentions to them in the 
presence of his friend baron Fayel. He is said to 
have laid aside his crown and retired to private life, 
for the purpose of accomplishing the union with a 
lady of his court, which encountered so much op- 

ositicn from his subjects when first announced 
soine twelve months ago. 

CHINA. 

Extract of a letter dated Bombay, July 23, at 9 
o'clock in the evening, received by the Mediterra- 
nean packet: 

«The steamer is already under weigh, and drop- 
ping down, bn: Vil try to catch her with three 
lines, to say that a private express from Calcutta 
has arrived witich states that intelligence has been 
received there from China, by the steamer Enter- 
prise, of the arrival of part of the expedition in the 
Canton river, and of the total destruction of the forts 
of the Bocca Tigris. We shali know the truth of 
it in a day or two; it is doubted by none.” 

The following, froin a correspondent of the Lon- 
don Standard, is in addition to the above. 

I send you in haste the accoinpanying extract of 
a letter from Bombay, received by a friend of mine 
in Liverpool:—‘‘After the vessels had destroyed 
the forts of the Bogue at the entrance of the Bocco 
Tigris, some troops and seamen were sent on shore 
to put them in a state of defence against the Chi- 
nese. The expedition then proceeded towards 
Whampoa, having pressed two Chinese pilots; but 
on reaching the second bar, the passage for large 
vessels was impeded by the Ciinese having taken 
the precaution to sink some large junks; however, 
the sinaller vessels and steamers will almost imine- 
diately proceed with a strong military force to raze 
Canton to the ground. 

SPAIN. 

The revolutionary movement continues in Spain, 
the junto at Madrid still adininistering the govern- 
ment. The queen accepted the resignation of the 
Sancho ministry, and appointed Espartero president 
of the council, with insiructions to frame a cabinet, 
but without any specific department in the ministry, 
“in order,” the decree states, “that he may con- 
tinue at liberty to command the army, as he has 
hitherto done, so much to the satisfaction and glory 
of the country.” 


PORTUGAL. 

The insurrection among the troops in Portugal, 
according to accounts from Lisbon, dated the 21st 
of Septeinber, has been suppressed. The revolted 
soldiers, it is supposed, disheartened ai not being 
joined by a force which they expected to find at 
Viseu, and having exhansted the money with which 
they had been supplied, turned against their leaders. 
They refused to march towards the Spanish frontier, 
as they were ordered; assassinated their comiman- 
der Miguel Augusto de Sousa, and gave themselves 
up to the queen’s troops. 





STATES OF THE UNION, 
MAINE. 

The official return of votes for congressmen in the 
two districts which failed to elect on the 14itb ult, 
were as follows: 

Eastern district—Noyes, (w.) 4,792; Lowell, (V. 
B.) 4,567; Wheelen and scattering 304; of course 
Mr. Noyes wanted 79 votes of being elected. 

Oxford district—Long, (whig) 5,283; Littlefield, 
(V. B. regular candidate) 4,787; Parris, (do. irre- 
gular) 1,965; scattering 86. 

We have no account yet of the period for another 
election. 


VERMONT. 
Governor’s messuge to the legislalure. 

Fellow citizens of the senate and 

house of represeniatives; 

Again it becomes my duty to address you upon 
our public concerns. Our official duties are various 
and responsible; and we shall best subserve the ob- 
Jegt of our appointment, and most effectually pro- 
mote the prosperily of our country, by an honest, 
faithful and wise discharge of them. All legislation 
having in view the virtue and permanent happiness 
of the people, will ultimately result in the common 
welfare. 

Under our happy form of government, the rights 
of the humblest citizen are as sacredly secured as 
nose of the most highly favored; and every act 


of 5 : . . ' - 
Which shall unnecessarily, limit cr abridge those | 


tights, isa positive contravention of the letter of our 
constitution, and in direct violation of the spirit of 
our civil institutions. To encourage the practice 
of virtue, to prevent the commission of crime, to 
foster the interests of education, to promote the in- 
dustry and improvement of the country, and to pro- 
tect the personal liberty and rights of our citizens, 
ore among our legitimate and proper duties as legis- 
ators. 

In popular governments, law depends for its effii- 
cacy, mainly upon the convictions of the people 
of its necessity and expediency. Without public 
opiniois in its iavor, legis!ative enactment becomes 
a dead. letter upon our statute book, and is not only 
disregarded of itself, but insome measure weakens 
the force of salutary and necessary laws, and conse- 
quently lessens the respect paidtothem. We ought 
therefore, to pause and examine with great caution, 
before adopting propositions for altering the princi- 
ples or details of laws, which have received a judi- 
cial construction, and with whose provisions the 
people have become familiar. 

The very careful revision of our laws, at the last 
session of the general assembly, brought under ex- 
amination most of the important provisions of our 
statute law. Time hasscarcely been afforded, since 
its promulgation, to test the operation of the various 
modifications and ainendments therein introduced, 
and the necessity of an immediate alteration will 
doubtless be obvious and plain before you will be 
called upon to make it. 

Our revenue, derived almost entirely from a direct 
tax on the people, presentsaconstant admonition to 
frugality and economy in expenditure, and should 
lead to frequent inquiry into the operation of our 
system of taxation. This system is based mainly 
on income; and it is due to those who defray the 
expenses of government, that all productive proper- 
ty, and profitable pursuits, should bear their relative 
proportion of the public burdens. 

From frequent application to ne for the remission 
of small fines, imposed by the county courts, for 
assault and battery, and other breaches of the peace, 
I have been led to the inquiry whether an alteration 
in the law on that subject might not save considera- 
ble sums to the state, without weakening the claims 
of justice or lessening public security. Judging of 
the character of the ofience, by the amount of fines 
imposed, the presumption is strong that respoadents 
in some cases have been bound over to the county 
court by justices of the peace, more on account of 
the inability of the offender to pay a fine and costs, 
where the town in which the offence was committed 
might have had an interest, than by reasoi. of the 
enormity of the offence. In a majority of cases, 
presented for the exercise of executive clemency, 
the fine has been five or ten dollars, with costs va- 


rying from fifteen to sixty. Nor is the payment of 


enormous bills of cost, the whole charge to the state. 
Respondents, in cases of this character, being usually 
irresponsible and unable to procure bail, are conse- 
quently confined in jail, and the state charged with 
their support as state prisoners. On conviction,a 


sentence to pay a fine of a few dollars and costs of 


prosecution, operates as severely as a sentence of 
perpetual! imprisonment, to the offender, and a per- 
petcal charge on the state for his support, unless 
relieved by executive interference. If no other al- 
teration should be deemed expedient, it would bet- 
ter accord with the humane spirit of our laws, to 
provide that the sentence in such cases, should be 
in the alternative, either fine, or imprisonment for 
a limited time, when the fine is not paid. But I 
would respectfully suggest, as worthy of inquiry; 
whether a remedy might not be found, by providing, 
that, on conviction of certain inferior offences and 
misdemeanors, the fine should be paid into the town 
treasury, and whether it might not be expedient to 
enlarge the jurisdiction of justices of the peace for 
their trial. 

By a salutary provision in the constitution of the 
United States, any person commifting crime in one 
stale and escaping into another, shail, on demand 
of the executive of the state having jurisdiction of 
the case, be removed there fortrial. ‘This provision 
should be carried into effect in good faith. Some 
of the states have made tlie act of procuring goods 
under false pretences, an indictable offence, Cases 
are believed to have occurred when men, smarting 
under the loss of property have been Jed to make 
oath to facis, at an ex parle hearing, which fully 
justified the commencement of a public prosecution 
for crime, where the real object was evidently to 
etlect a compromise with a debior or extort money 
vom his friends in satisfaction of a precarious debt. 
The exclusive warrant when obtained, is used not 
to bring a public offender to justice, but for indivi- 
dual benefit. ‘Che evil complained of might perhaps 
be prevented, were it made an indictable offence 
to compromise with, and perinii to go at large, any 





person arrested on an executive warrant, issucd at 


the request of the governor of the state, where the 
crime ts charged to have been committed. 

The condition of our common schools and semi- 
naries of learning, is always deserving your careful 
aitention. In my last annual message, I urged the 
application of the income of the state school fund to 
purposes of education, and leg leave to refer to the 
suggestions there made. 

We are practically an agricultural people. To 
the successful prosecution of this pursuit, are our 
citizens principally indebted, for the necessaries, 
and pny of the luxuries, of civilized life. Al- 
though an interest of such vast importance to the 
pomere tty of the state, it has heretofore received but 

ittle encouragement from the action of the govern- 

ment. Great improvements have been made, with- 
in the last half century, in this important branch of 
industry, owing, mainly, to the successful applica- 
tion of science in the development of the proper- 
ties of our various soils, and consequent adaptation 
of the same to the different products of agriculture, 
This is a matter, interesting, not only to the philo- 
sopher in his inquiries into cause and effect, but 
also furnishes am object of intense interest to the 
legislator and political economist. 1 feel justified 
in again urging upon the favorable consideration of 
the general assembly, the propriety of a geological 
survey of the state. Much valuable information on 
this subject may be found embodied in the reports 
made to the three last sessions of the legislature. 

The difficulties which have beset the business 
transactions of the country since 1836, are by a 
large majority of the people of this state, considered 
as having grown out of the improvident measures of 
the general government. Many of our most en- 
lightened and sagacious statesmen clearly foresaw 
and predicted the result; a majority of the commu- 
nity, notwithstanding, deceived by the plausible 
reasoning and specious promises of interested and 
designing men, and by the apparent prosperity and 
success with which most kinds of business were 
then pursued, were led, for a season, to give them 
their support. The people, however, are now en- 
gaged in a fearful strife to remove from the admi- 
nistvation of the federal government those, who, in 
the discharge of their official trusts, they believe, 
have wantonly disregarded the best interests of their 
constituents. As the strugyle progresses, the final 
result appears less and Jess doubtful. The recent 
elections indicate with a certainty almost unerring, 
that the great mass of our population, whose only 
interest in government is, to have it wisely and fru- 
gally adininistered, are becoming convinced of the 
ruinous tendeucy of some of the leading measures 
of the administration. This result is the more to 
be prized, affording, as it does, indubitable evidence 
of that honesty of purpose and purity of intention, 
which have ever characterised the great body of 
the American people. It can hardly be otherwise, 
while the interest of the great majority uf each of 
the political parties, into which the country is at 
present divided, is the same, the greatest good of 
the greatest number. Itfurnishes a sure guarantee 
for the durability of our institutions, and a serious 
admonition to our rulers, that they will always re- 
ceive a rebuke at the hands of the people, whenever 
they make the success of partizan measures an ob- 
ject paramount to the general good. 

The subject of the currency will, doubtless, claim 
a share of your attention. The hostility to banks 
and a paper inediuin, for the transaction of the bu- 
siness of the country, bas been carried on in an un- 
relenting, and in some instances, vindictive spirit. 
While some openly assail, and would at once abo- 
lish them, thereby compelling a resort to an exclu- 
sive specie currency, others, with a pretended con- 
viction of their utility and necessity, covertly at- 
tempting their destruction, by advocating measures 
and principles which, if sustained and adopted, 
would ultimately effect their ruin, by taking from 
them all their ability for usefulness. Among other 
charges, it has been said, that the operatious of 
banks have induced high prices. Has the farmer, 
the artizan, or the merchant, suffered in conse- 
quence? High prices and a ready sale are great 
encouragemeuts to individual industry and enter- 

rise. 

Low prices operate to the reverse. It is alledg- 
ed, that they have gives, a fictitious value to pro- 
perty. Be it so; under this state of things, and dur- 
ing their existence, immense indebtedness and lia- 
bilities have been incurred, in the purchase of pro- 
perty, in investments in manufacturing establish- 
inents and machinery, and in permanent and valua- 
ble improvements in the condition of the country. 
Would it be just, or humane, or honorable, for the 
same government, which authorised the establish- 
ment of banks, and gave them power fo exert this 
influence over the business of the community, by 
encouraging liberal discounts in aid of these enter- 





prises, at once to annihilate these institations, or, 
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what is equivalent, to discredit their issues, and 
thus bring the property of the country to what is 
claimed to be its real specie value? While thus 
unsettling the value of property, and the relative 
condition of our whole population, it must be re- 
meinbered, that indedtedness cannot be reduced, 
but on the contrary, will be increased in the same 
ratio in which the price of property is reduced, and 
the means for payment lessened. The control of 
the whole property of the country would thus soon 
be placed in the hands of capitalists and money 
lenders. 

I would not be understood as being an advocate 
for an irresponsible or unsafe banking system. But, 
believing as 1 do, that the facilities heretofore af- 
forded i banks and the credit system, have emi- 
nently contributed to foster and carry forward the 

| arpa interests of our country, I hold it to be our 
uty, our imperative duty, as conservators of the 
public welfare, to sustain a safe and efficient bank- 
ing system as the best, if not the only, means of 
securing and promoting the pecuniary prosperty of 
our constituents. 

I have no hesitation in saying that banks have 
been chartered with tvo great facility, and upon im- 
proper principles, in some sections of the union; 

‘perhaps, to some extent in this state. Much of the 
rejudice, now existing against these institutions, 
as arisen from this fact, and from their improper 

management. Where banks have been established 
upon solid capital in places whose bona fide busi- 
ness transactions needed accommodations from that 
capital, and where the stock has been propery dis- 
tributed and owned by capitalists seeking such an 
investinent of their money, I have heard but little 
or no complaint. Indeed, it is believed, that in the 
most disastrous season of the last four years, such 
banks, instead of being liable to the censure so 
freely bestowed upon all banks —of crippling and op- 
pressing the community—have, uniformly, afforded 
more ald, and at a more reasonable rate, than 
would have been obtained, had the same amount of 
capital been under the control of individuals. 

he danger and luss to the community have ariser 
from granting bank charters, where the active busi- 
ness of the country do not require them, and from 
having them placed in operation a fictitious capital, 
managed by borrowers instead of lenders, their ac- 
commodations monopolized by directors or their 
friends, and embark in hazardous, not to say, de- 
sperate speculations. While the business of the 
country remains prosperous, the bills of the bank 
are redeemed and obtain credit: but when a reverse 
occurs, and money cannot be raised from the parti- 
cular business in which the borrowers are engaged, 
the bank fails to meet its liabilities and the bill 
holders must suffer the loss; for whenever an ex- 
amination takes places the notes for loans, and the 
capital stock of the bank, are found to be identical. 

The history of one of these swidling institutions 

would require but little variation, to serve as the 
history of every bank which has failed in New 

England. - 

he benefits between the bank and the people 

should be reciprocal. ‘There would be no apology 
for granting to capitalists the privilege of associat- 
ing for banking purposes, were we not fully satis- 
fied, that at the same time, we were conferring an 
equal benefit upon the community, among whom a 
bank may be located, by affording facilities for 
loans, at a reasonable rate, to such as take the pro- 
perty of the neighborhood to market and furnish it 
with merchandise in return, or to such as add labor 
to the raw material, and thus render the property 
of the country a more valuable as well as more 
marketable commodity. 

Entertaining these views, should this subject 
come under your consideration, it might naturally 
be expected that I should ask for them a candid and 
dispassionate examination. In the absence of all 
party feeling and every vag ‘oe i bias, the inquiry 
should be, does the active busiiness of any particu- 
lar section, asking for the establishment of a bank, 
need its accommodation? Are there capitalists, 
who will make investments of the stock? 

If the affirmative be true, still we shall have 
made but profitless improvement of the example of 
our predecessors and neighbors, if, when we adopt 
such salutary restrictions as will effectually secure 
the public from loss, we should impose such un- 
reasonable and excessive restraints as shall! prevent 
that public from enjoying the benefits of the systein. 

Copies of resolutions, passed by the legislatures 
of several of our sister states, upon various sub- 

jects, have been received by me since the adjourn- 
ment of the general assembly. In compliance 
with requests by which they were accompanied, 
they will be laid before you. 

No subject embraced in them is of so grave an 
import, or involves principles so alarming in their 
character, as those from the state of New Jersey. 


One of the sovereign states of the union has been 
deprived of her constitutional rights. Her repre- 
sentatives, presenting the ever before undisputed 
and legal evidence of their election, have been re- 
fused seats in congress. Not from any failure on 
the part of the freemen to elect; not from any fraud 
or neglect of the executive of the state to furnish 
the usual and legal evidence of the result of such 
election; not through the omission of those holding 
that evidence to present the same to congress; not 
in obedience to any law or precedent, which has 
heretofore been considered binding in like cases, 
but in startling violation of all law and constitu- 
pre right, and a reckless disregard of all prece- 
ent, 

Whatever motive may have influenced the deci- 
sion of the majority in congress on this question, 
still, in a history of the times, it wili be difficult to 
consider it apart from the fact, that the matter was 
prematurely, and for the time being, settled, during 
the pendency of a favorite, executive and partisan 
measure; a measure, which all parties admit, is to 
exercise an important and controlling, if not de- 
structive, influence on the pursuits and prosperity 
of the country. 

This invasion of the constitutional rights of a 
state is the more dangerous, from the fact, that it 
was perpetrated by a body, over whom the injured 
party can have no control, and before whom it can 
neither make known its wrongs nor seek redress, 
except by snfferance. 

From the practice, in regard to contested elec- 
tions, which has prevailed from the foundation of 
the government until the last session of congress, 
little danger could be apprehended. For there is 
no occasion to fear that any permanent wrong, 
either public or private, can grow out of any frau- 
dulent or unlawful act of the state authorities, in 
cases of this character, as the actors, by our fre- 
quent elections are so often brought before a tribu- 
nal, from which there is no appeal, and whose re- 
proof few would be willing to encounter. Our 
present form of government has more to fear from 
undue assumption of power by the several branch- 
es of the general government, than from any other 
source. It behooves the states, therefore, as they 
os our liberties, to regard with watchful vigi- 
ance every approach to the usurpation and exer- 
cise of power not delegated by the constitution. 

Through the politeness of*the trustees of the 
‘Vermont asylum for the insane,” a copy of their 
fourth annual report has been plaved in my hands. 


A lasting debt of gratitude is due to the philanthro- |, 


pic individual, whose liberal bequest laid the foun- 
dation for this humane institution. The numerous 
applications for admission show the wisdom of the 
legislature making the appropriations which ena- 
bled the trustees to open their asylum with the 
least possible delay. 

Many of the patients have been already restored 
to reason, to their families and to usefulness, and 
they will ever have occasion to revere the memory 
and liberality of their benefactor, as well as the 
enlightened policy which opened this comfortable 
retreat. Sound policy and humanity alike require 
that the establishment be enlarged, whenever its 
present accommodations shal! be found insufficient 
to meet the wants of the whole of this unfortunate 
class of our fellow men, 

The report of the superintendent of the state pri- 
son, and the Tie of the committee, appointed by 
the last general assembly to make a contract in be- 
half of the state for the labor of the convicts, have 
been furnished me, and will be laid before you at an 
early day. It will be perceived that the committee 
failed to accomplish the object of their appointment. 
The superintendent, on the expiration of the con- 
tract with Mr. Hubbard in March last, found him- 
self unexpectedly obliged to make immediate pro- 
vision for the support and employment of the con- 
victs. This was done, and the report shows, that 
for about six months, ending on the first day of Oc- 
tober instant, there has been an actual income to 
the state of $499 99, after paying all expenses on 
account of the prison, including the sum of $568 94 
for repairs, nearly all of which were for improve- 
ments of a permanent character. This result, flat- 
tering as itis to the superintendent, certainly ap- 
pears to exhibit the practicability of having the 
affairs of the prison managed by its immediate offi- 
cers, Without incurring pecuniary loss. If the le- 
gislature should be satisfied that the present prospe- 
rous condition of its affairs can be maintained, it 
would certainly appear more consonant with the 
dignity of the state, to keep the management of its 
prison concerns under the immediate control of the 
officers of this institution, than to pursue the policy 
of farming it out by contract, as proposed by the 
law of lastsession. ‘The subject of improvement in 
the prison buildings, has been repeatedly brought 





to the notice of the legislature by the superintendent, 





and since this institution must probably remain as a 
appendage to our criminal jurisprudence, so lon “ 
crime is found among us, any additional buildj;, 5 
or repairs upon those already erected, if within 4), 
bounds of necessity and frugality, could hardly be 
regarded as a waste of funds. : 

he report of the moral condition of the Prisoners 
is alike gratifying to humanity, and honorable {, 
those who have the immediate charge of the ingtj. 
tution. 

The annual reports of the several state officer; 
which are required by law to: be made to me, wij 
be laid before you as early as possible. Any othe, 
subjects which it may be necessary to communicate 
to you during the present session, will be presenteq 
in special message. 

hat distinguished feature in democratic govern. 
ments, rotation in office, has always been esteemed 
one of the most efficient safe-guards of the purity of 
our free institutions. Having long entertained ‘the 
opinion, that the public have aright to command the 
services of its citizens, in any station which the 
inay be considered necessary or useful, and that 
private convenience should always give place to the 
public will, 1 have never permitted my _ personal 
preferences to interfere with what seemed to be the 
public voice. Permit me, however, on this occa. 
sion to say to you, and through you to my fellow 
citizens generally, that my desires and wishes are, 
that they will select some other person to fill the 
place in which I now am, after the present politica] 

ear. 

' Our frequent elections afford opportunity for ay 
expression of the estimate, placed by the people, 
upon the services of their public servants, 

I cannot sufficiently express the profound sense 
of obligation felt towards my fellow citizens fo; 
their having so repeatedly elected me to the respon. 
sible station of chief magistrate of the state. And 
the recent flattering manner in which they have 
been pleased to express, anew, their approbation 
of my humble efforts in their service, has greatly 
increased my obligations; for no circumstance can 
be more gratifying than to meet this unequivocal 
evidence of the public confidence. 

In conclusion, fellow citizens, 1 cheerfully tender 
to you my assistance in whatever you may advance, 
destined to promote the general welfare:—and may 
that Almighty being, without whose aid all our ef. 
forts are vain, so assist us, that we shall ever pos- 
sess the consciousness of having faithfully discharg. 
ed our duty. S. H. Jenison. 

Executive department, October 10, 1840. 

Congressional election. 


First district—Hiland Hall 6,923 
Daniel Kellogg 4,084 

Scattering 40 

Hall’s majority 2,799 
Second district—Wm. Slade 6,728 
Charles Lindsley 3,034 


Scattering 44 
Poultney and Chittenden not returned, which 
gave, probably, 350 majority for Mr. Slade. 


Slade’s majority 3,649 

Third district—Horace Everett 6,729 

Truman B. Ransom 4,497 

Andrew Tracy 110 

Scattering 59 

Everett’s majority 2.063 

Fourth district—Augustus Young 6,148 

John Sinith 4,791 

Scattering b4 

Young’s majority 1,303 

Fifth district—John Mattocks 5,479 

Isaac Fletcher 5,248 

L. B. Peck 57 

Scattering 50 

Mattock’s majority 124 

Barton and Ryegate not counted, which were as 

follows: 

3 Mattocks. Fletche. Scat. 

Barton 99 76 8 
Ryegate 100 101 

199 177 8 


If these were counted, gen. Mattock’s majority 
would be 138. 
Aggregate whig majorities. 
Including the towns not returned, or rejected for 
informality. 


Ist district 2,799 
21 do. 3,999 
3d do. including votes for Mr. Tracy 2,283 
4th do. 1,308 
Sth do. ee 13 

Total whig majority. 10,522 


[ Walker’s Montpelier Journal of 13th inst. 

NEW YORK. 
Genesse Valley canal. 
says: 


The Rochester Democrat 
“The first division of the Genesse Valley 
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pee (36 miles in length) was opened the Ist; Warren. Council—Caleb H. Valentine. As-|Somerset and Cambria se 1 1 
iia of September, and the amount of tolls received sembly—John Moore, George W. Smyth, Jacob | Greene 0 1 0 1 
Wa the Ist of October was $1,371 20 cents.— H. Winter. ; Erie 2 0 2 0 
The business of the canal is rapidly increasing,and| Middlecex.* Council—D. B. Appleget. Assem- | Indiana 1 0 1 0 
the tolls for the present month will probably double | bly—Adam Lee, John Acken, Israel R. Coriell, | Mercer ae 
those received during September.” Dean Britton. - Ba eee =p : . g x 
: . Croto te . Acuri-}| Somerset.* ouncil—Josep . Scott. s- | Beaver . 
. ot sateen how volhig: mihets tthe city. It is} Sembly—Daniel Cory, Henry H. Wilson, Arthur | Venango and Clarion 0 1 0 1 
disputed point between our Croton water works’ V.P. Sutphen. ; vee Clinton and : 0 2 0 2 
ommissioners and city corporation as to which has Mercer.* Council—James White. Assembly— geoming, 
‘hh right to put down the iron pipes within the William Rosco, James Wilson. _ Montgomery 0 3 0 3 
pounds of the city; but, before this is settled, the Hunterdon. Council—John Lilly. Assembly— uncees 0.2 1... A 
orporation have gone to work putting down pipes Joseph Exton, Philip Hiler, Garret Servis. tadiord =e ei § oe 
: all directions. In the mean time, the water com- Burlington.* Council—William Irick. Assem- Potter and Tioga, 0 1 0 1 
missioners refuse to pay the corporation’s bills for | ly—John Emly, William Black, jun. Levi Bor- | Armstrong a. Siitag 
(ting down these pipes. ton, Elihu Mathis, Isaac Stokes. Susquehannah 0 1 0 1 
p? NeW JERSEY. Monmouth.* Council—Peter Vredenburg, jun. he asst we : 0 2 0 2 
Vophi ; 7 ae. | Assembly—John Mairs, Henry W. Wolcot, James |Jefierson, Warren an 
Election. The following table shows the charac Grovar, es Stardysy Eyenaey y ’ McKean 0 1 0 1 


ter of the legislature just elected as compared with 


the last. 
1840. 1839. 
ouncil. Assembly. Council. Assemdly. 


.V.B. W. V.B. W.V.B. W. V.B. 


Q 


Atlantic 
Bergen 
Burlington 
Cape May 
Cumberland 
Essex 
Gloucester 
Hudson 
Hunterdon 
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18 
Whig majority on joint ballot, 1840, 37; in 1839, 16. 
Popular vote as compared with 1838. 


oo | 
i) 
Sc 


Whig maj. of 1840. V.B. maj. in 1838. 

Bergen 223 
Hudson, (new co.) 192 
Passaic 197 
Essex 1,746 
Sussex 1,649 
Warren 864 
Morris 207 
Somerset 253 
Middlesex 140 
Monmouth 97 
Mercer 453 
Hunterdon 929 
Atlantic 362 
Gloucester 514 
Burlington 780 
Salein 109 38 
Cumberland 203 36 
Cape May 400 

5,391 4,325 


Whig “majority in popular vote 1,066. In the 
counties of Detach, Sussex, Warren and Hunterdon, 
the whigs presented no tickets at the late election. 
In Atlantic they run a ticket, with the result as 
stated above. The majorities therefore necessarily 
are estimated. 

The whig gain in the above 13 whig counties, 
over the vote of 1839, is 3,113; the Van Buren gain 
in Atlantic county 42, making a neat whig gain in 
the aggregate of 3,071 votes. Thisis upon the sup- 
position that the four other Van Buren counties, in 
which no whig tickets were run, stand as they did 
last year, 


_In 1838 there was a Van Buren aggregate majo- 
rity of 70 votes, if the illegal votes of Millville and 
Amboy be included. 


Members of the legislature. 

Bergen. Council—Albert G. Doremus. Assem- 
bly—John G. Ackerson, Albert J. Terhue. 

Hudson.* Council—Abraham Van Santvoord. 
Assembly—John S. Condict. 

Passaic.* Council—Nathaniel Board. Assem- 
bly—James Speer, John F. Ryerson. 

Essex.* Council—Amzi Armstrong. Assem- 
bly—Jas. H. Robinson, Samuel H. Gardner, Benj. 
E. Brookfield, Wm. B. Baldwin, Alex. Wilson. 

Morris.* Council—James Wood. Assembly— 
Abraham Brittin, Ebenezer F. Smith, Paul B. 
Debow, James W. Decamp. 

Sussex. Council—Daniel Haines, Assembly— 


‘Perry 





Joseph Greer, Samuel Truax, Wm. H. Nyce. 


Gloucester.* Council—Joseph Porter. Assem- 
bly—Richard W. Snowden, Joseph Franklin, 
Charles Reeves, Elijah Bower. 

Atlantic. Council—Mahlon D. Canfield. As- 
sembly—Joseph Reid. | 

Salem.* Council—Joseph M. Reeve. Assem- 
bly—John Dickinson, Samuel Bolton, and Alexan- 
der G. Cattell. , 

Cumberland.* Council—Samuel Barber. As- 
sembly—William P. Seeley, Lewis Rice, Benj. F. 
Chew. 

Cape May.* Council—Thomas P. Huges. As- 
sembly—Mauriee Beasly. 

The legislature meets on Tuesday next, the 27th 
inst. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Election returns. The following is the result of 
the election held on the 13th inst: 

The senate of the state consists of 33 members, 
the seats of 11 of whom are vacated annually. Of 
the 11 this year vacated, 3 were whigs and 8 were 
Van Buren—the remaining 22 stand 13 whigs and 
9 Van Buren. The senate of last session being 
composed of 17 Van Buren and 16 whigs. The 
whigs have elected 7, and the Van Burenmen 4 of 
the 11 new senators—giving the whigs now a majo- 
rity of 7 in the senate. 


1840. 1839. 
Counties. Whig. V. B. Whig. V. B. 
Old members 13 9 13 9 
Philadelphia 0 1 0 1 
Delaware, Chester and 
os 0 0 2 
ontgoinery 
Bucks 1 0 0 1 
Berks ; 0 1 0 1 
Lancaster and York 2 0 1 1 
Huntingdon, Mifflin, &e. 1 0 1 0 
Schuylkill and Columbia 0 I 0 1 
Lehigh and Northampton 0 1 0 1 
Allegheny and Butler 1 0 1 0 


20 813 Me ) 3F 


The house of representatives consists of 100 mem- 
bers, of whom last session there were 32 whigs and 
68 Van Buren—majority 36 V. B. The whigs at 
this election have a majority of 2, provided Mr. 
Johnson, who professes to be a conservative, elect- 
ed in Armstrong county, be classified on their side. 
If he iscounted on the Van Buren side, the house 


will be equally divided. 
1839. 
Whig. V. B. 
7 


1840. 


Counties. Whig. V. B. 


Philadelphia city 
Philadelphia county 
Bucks . 
Chester 

Lancaster 

York ‘ 

Berks ; ' 
Northampton and Monroe, 
Lehigh, ‘ 
Dauphin . 

Lebanon 

Delaware, 

Cumberland . 

Adams 

Franklin 

Schuylkill 

Bedford 


Centre, m ; 
Northumberland, ‘ 
Union, Mifflin and Juniata 
Pike and Wayne 

Columbia 

Washington ° 
Westmoreland 

Fayette, . 

Huntington 

Alleghany 
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*Whig counties. 


51 49 ~ 32 = 68 


Congress The representation in the present con- 
gress consists of 17 Van Buren and 11 whigs. Ac- 
cording to the latest information we have, there are 
15 Van Buren and 13 whigs now elected. 


1840. 1838. ~ 
Whig. V. B. Whig. V. B. 
Ist district 0 1 0 1 
2d 6 2 0 2 0 
3d 66 0 1 1 0 
‘4th «6 3 0 3 0 
5th Montgomery 0 1 0 1 
6th Bucks 1 0 0 1 
7th Northampton, &c. 0 1 0 1 
8th Lehigh and Schuylkill 0 1 0 1 
9th Berks 0 1 0 1 
10th Lebanon and Dauphin 1 0- 1 0 
ilth York 0 1 0 I 
12th Adams and Franklin 1 0 1 0 
13th Cumberland, Perr 
and Juniata, . 0 1 0 1 
14th Mifflin, Centre and 
Huntington, ; , 0 0 1 
‘5th Columbia and Lu- : 0 1 5 1 
zerne 
16th Lycoming, Union 0 l 0 
and Northumberland . 
17th Tioga, &c. 0 1 0 1 
18th Somerset, &c. 1 0 1 0 
19th Westmoreland and o- 1 0 
Indiana I 
20th FayetteandGreene 0 1 0 1 
21st Washington 1 0 0 1 
22d Alleghany and Butler 1 0 Pe, 
23d Armstrong, Clear- 0 1 0 1 
field, &c’. 
24th Beaver and Mercer 1 0 1 0 
25th Erie, Crawford, &c. 0 1 0 1 


13 15 11 17 
The following are the names of the members of 


congress: 
Dist. Whig. Dist. V. B. 
2d, John Sergeant. Ist, Charles Brown. 
Geo. W. Toland. 3d, Charles J. Ingersoll, 


5th, Jos. Fornance.: 
7th, John Westbrook. 
8th, Peter Newhard. 
9th, George M. Keim 
11th, James Gerry. 
13th, W. S. Ramsay.* 
15th, B. A. Bidlack. 
16th, John Snyder. 
17th, Davis Dimmock, jr. 
19th, A. G. Marchand. 
20th, Enos Hook. 
23d, William Jack. 
25th, A. Plumer. 

The popular vote. We have various statements, 
made some of them from the congressional, others 
from the legislative vote, and others again from por- 
tions of one or the other, as would best subserve the 
view of the compiler. They all exhibit a Van Bu- 
ren majority, however, which varies from 2,500 to 
8,000 votes. 

The following table is taken from the last Penn. 
sylvanian (V.B.) as the popular vote showing a 
Van Buren majority of 6,312—and compared with 
the presidential election of 1836, 


4th, Jeremiah Brown. 
Francis James. 
John Edwards. 
6th, Robert Ramsay. 
10th, Wm. Simonton. 
12th, James Cooper. 
14th, gen. Jas. Irvin, 
18th, Charles Ogle, jr. 
21st, Joseph Lawrence. 
22d, W. W. Irwin. 
24th, Thomas Henry. 


1836. 1840. 
Counties. President. Congress. 
V. Bur. Harr. Dem. Whig. 
porae 1,186 1,520 1,550 2,119 
Allegheny 3,074 3,623 4,287 6,831 
tArmstrong ~ 1,528 1,014” 320maj 
Beaver 1,075 2,077 1,817 2,525 
Bedford 1,587 1,920 2,607 2,652 
Berks 4,967 1,584 4,033 
Bradford 1,462 1,521 2,748 2,411 








*Since dead. 
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Bucks $,080 3,289 4,389 4,411 
Butler 1,008 1,166 1,545 1,918 
Cambria 450 6554 732 £6588 
Centre 1,809 924 2,091 1,466 
Chester 3,277 3,921 4,827 5,449 
Clearfield 499 284 363 maj 
Columbia 1,634 555 2,483 1,295 
Crawford 1,614 1,232 2,221 - 1,761 
Cumberland 1,894 1,696 2,626 2,440 
Clinton, new county 695 501 
{Clarion do. 1,281 444 
Dauphin 1.372 1,993 2,138 2,651 
Delaware - 1,030 1,224 1,369 1,967 
Erie 1,312 2,134 1,300maj 
Fayette 2,102 1,747 2,894 2,527 
Franklin 2,155 2,575 2,834 3,356 
Greene 1,138 915 1,756 1,060 
Huntingdon 1,340 2,628 2,219 3,570 
Indiana 692 1,169 481 872 
Jefferson 244 229 200 maj 
Juniata 627 596 1,004 874 
Lancaster 4,144 6,250 3,635inaj 
Lebanon 1,168 1,487 1,265 1,883 
Lehigh 1,987 1,784 2,286 1,994 
Luzerne 2,008 1,415 3,587 2,664 
Lycoming 1,705 - 938 1,780 1,366 
NMeKean 150 85 130 maj 
Mercer 1,253 1,991 2,252 2,762 
Mifflin 917 748 1,252 1,174 
Monroe 796 166 879 152 
Montgomery 3,446 2,409 4,507 3,704 
Northampton 2,378 1,426 3,016 2,145 
Northumberland 1,421 712 13,914 1,186 
Perry 1,107 473 1,498 566 


Philadelphia city 3,028 5,747 4,631 7,136 
Philadelphia co. 7,957 6,536 12,624 10,052 


Pike 858 52 407 95 
Potter 162. 60 160 maj 
Schnylkill 1,380 687 2,010 1,418 
Somerset 511 1,905 669 1,691 
Susquehanna 1,145 856 1,798 1,127 
Tioga 1,027, 400 1,526 822 
Union 1,143 1,328 1,307 2,174 
Venango 967 600 1,100 maj 
Warren 498 254 216 maj 
Washington 2,445 2,805 200maj 
Wayne 724 340 1,029 608. 
Westmoreland 2,878 1,725 4,252 2,121 
York 2,756 2,005 3,711 3,248 





91,475 87,111 115,165 108,853 
87,111 





Majority 4,364 
The New York Express gives the following table 
of the returns, professing to derive them from the 
best authorities: 
Whig majorities. 
1840. 1838. 1836. 


Counties. Congress. Gov. President. 

Armstrong 140 

Adams 586 1,775 534 
Alleghany 2,770 1,533 549 
Beaver 1,067 526 =: 11,002 
Butler 365 47 158 
Bedford 146 333 
Bucks 9 209 
Bradford 59 
Cambria 104 
Chester 650 444 644 
Dauphin 517 678 621 
Delaware 583 468 ° 194 
Erie 1,300 1,182 822 
Franklin 524 420 
Huntingdon 1,362 925 1,288 
Indiana 900 461 A77 
Lancaster 3,758 8,055 2,106 
Lebanon 544 675 319 
Mercer 570 609 738 
Philadelphia city 2,519 4,047 2,719 
Somerset 1,500 1,358 1,394 
Union 893 673 185 
Washington 331 67 360 





21,0384 18,524 15,235 
Van Buren majorities. 
1840. 1838. 1836. 


Counties. Congress. Gov. President. 
Armstrong 1,271 514 
Berks 4,033 3,886 3,383 
Bradford 250 201 
Bucks 406 
Bedtord 89 
Cambria 123 82 
Centre 670 
Clinton 193 ; 1,122 885 
Clearfield 332 318 215 
Columbia 1,168 1,528 1,079 





+T'aken from Centre and Lycoming. 
{Taken from Armstrong and Venango. 





Crawford 602 347 882 
Cumberland 175 127 i198 
Fayette 367 8u4 355 
Franklin 255 

Greene 726 740 223 
Jefferson tie. 170 15 
Juniata 130 186 31 
Lehigh 276 lll 203 
Luzerne 800 540 593 
Lycoming 450 395 © 767 
McKean 92 92 65 
Mifflin 79 168 169 
Monroe 900 857 630 
Montgomery 825 810 1,037 
Northampton 898 =-:1,07-4 952 
Northumberland 767 980 709 
Perry 932 1,033 634 
Philadelphia co. 2,572 858 1,421 
Pike 318 409 306 
Potter 208 208 162 
Schuyikill 600 763 69-4 
Susquehanna 600 266 290 
EN 850 854 627 

enango 

ee ig ; 937. 937 ~—-867 
Warren 158 158 244 
Wayne 450 524 384 
Westmoreland 2,200 2,236 1,153 
York | 831 939 751 





24,561 26,054 19,599 
21,034 18,524 15,235 





Van Buren maj. 3,527 7,530 4,364 


Jackson’s majority in 1828 was over 50,000 
Do. do. in 1832 do. 24,267 
Van Buren’sdo. in1836 do. 4,364 
Porter (V.B. gov.) in 1838 do. 7,530 


Van Buren congress ticket, in 1840 3,527 
The Van Buren majority in October, #836, was 


= ; a 
every occupation were at work, and farm hang 
thresbing grain on floors fixed on wheels, , 

Mr. James Williams of Savannah has been , 
pointed chief engineer of the state of Georgia i 
place of col. Long, who has resigned in order ve 
sume his duties in the corps of topographical enoj. 
neers. } vail 

MARYLAND. 

The electoral election in this state takes place oy 
Monday the 2d November ensuing. 

Baltimore city election. The election for mayo, 
and both branches of the city council took place 
on the 19th instant—and resulted in favor of the 
Van Buren ticket. Mr. Brady being elected inay. 
or by a majority of 232 votes, and seven of twelye 
wards elected Van Buren councilmen in both 
branches. The numberof votes taken was 14,004 
being 408 less than was taken at the state electig, 
on the 7th inst. of these Mr. Brady had 7,119— 
general Leakin 6,887. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

The unanimous declaration of the whigs of Nort), 
Carolina, in convention assembled, October 5, 184y. 

We declare the leaders of the party in power up. 
worthy the confidence of a free people: 

Because they have violated every pledge they have 
given lo the nation: 

Coming into power with the alleged purpose of 
enforcing the most rigid economy, they have increas. 
ed the public expenditures from twelve to thirty-six 
millions of dollars per annum: 

Promising us a currency better than bank notes, 
which were convertible at the will of the holde; 
either into gold or silver, they havy redeemed the 
promise, by a course of measures which has issued 
in a general suspension of specie payinents; has de. 
prived us altogether of gold and silver; compelled the 
banks te curtail their discounts, and contract their ciy. 
culation, until the price of property and produce ig 
generally and greatly reduced; aud the wages of labor 


upwards of 16,000—at the November election of | rendered uncertain, fluctuating and inadequate: 


the same year, Van Buren’s majority over Harrison 
was 4,564, 

Election frauds. For some days past the town 
has been filled with rumors of election frauds, per- 
petrated through falsely forged naturalization pa- 
pers, and ,we have abstained trom giving publicity 
to any of these reports, until we had satisfactory 
and authentic informatioa, such as we believe we 
how possess. 


Professing a holy horror at the very idea of the 
patronage of the government being brought into 
conflict with the treedom of elections, they have, 
novertheless, habitually conferred office as a rewan| 
for past, and a stimulus to future electioneering 
services; have directly inculeated the right and duly 
of federal officers to interfere in elections; have 
treated as ground of remoyal from office, not oily 
opposition and indifference, but inactivity of service 


It is usual to have a baok containing a register of | in political canvassing; and have thus, so far as in 


aliens’ declarations, and in the book of declarations, 
in the court of quarter sessions, are thirty leaves, 
printed in imitation of genuine, on which are ap- 
parent declarations of aliens, bearing date in 1838, 
(so as to make them two years prior to the election 
of this year), unsigned by any clerk, and all in 
(seemingly) the same handwriting. 

These declarations appear to have been recently 
used, and naturalizations made upon them, and the 
courts are now engaged in an effort to discover the 
offenders, and have them brought to justice. How- 
ever fradulent may be these papers, the naturaliza- 
lion involves the commission of perjury, as every 


them lay, converted the whole body of officeholders 
into mere dependants upon executive favor; bound, 
not to serve the country, but. to maintain a paity; 
and holding their places by the tenure of unlitnited 
obedieuce to executive commands: 

Professing boundless devotion to the will of the 
people, and asserting the right of the many to rule 
the few, they have, nevertheless, lost no opporturi- 
ty of encouraging public servants to betray tlieir 
constituents, when their own schemes would be 
thereby promoted; and have repeatedly rewarded 
with honors and eimoluments men whom the people 
have discarded from their service for incapacity and 


one naturalized has to swear, and DID SWEAR, that | corruption: 


he had declared his intentions two years previously, 


Because, they have subverted a system for tlie 


and a citizen vouched, under oath, for his five years’ | safe-keeping and disbursement of the revenue, neat- 


residence. 

The book containing declarations was freely 
loaned to the committees of both political parties, 
and if the falsely naturalized persons can be found, 


ly coeval with the existence of the government, aud 
continued under every administration, and_ have 
substituted in lieu thereof the sub-treasury; 

By which tHe revenue is withdrawn from the 


there is no doubt but that the instigators, as well as | channels of business, which it was waut to invi- 


the actors of the crime will be discovered, and 
brought to condign punishment. 

The clerk of the court, we understand, has re- 
tained counsel, who are actually cngaged in en- 
deavoring to discover the origin of these imposi- 
tions, and we .believe those who have started the 


gorate and support, is locked up in vaults under 
the charge of executive officers, and subject to exe- 
cutive control and misapplication; 

By which the people are required to pay all the 
duties to governme:tin gold or silver, while, by 
the measures of the government in respect to tlie 


matter are well satisfied that it was without his|currency, to obtain gold and silver is rendered w- 


knowledge or connivance. 
[Philadelphia Sentinel, October 21. 


possible to many, and to all difficult or expensive; 
By which, under a power of issuing treasury 


North Branch canal. The Harrisburg reporter | drafts, ostensibly for the transfer of the revenue, 
states that this important line of the Pennsylvania | the president is covertly armed with power, at his 


improvements, afier having undergone a thorough 
repair by the construction of many new locks, &c. 
is again open for nse. The water was let into it on 
the Ist instant. This canal commences at the basin 
which unites the Susquehanna and west branch 
divisions of the Pennsylvania canal at Northumber- 
land. {t pursues a northeastern course, through 
Northumberland, Columbia and Luzerne counties; 
and by the towns of Danville, Blooming, Berwick, 
4 and terminates at Lackawana in Wyoming val- 
ey. 

Pittsburg convention. The whigs of Pittsburg 


were inetin convention on Monday and Tuesday of 


last week, by their political brethren of the adjoin- 
ing counties and of the states of Ohio and Virginia, 
to the number of many thousands. Addresses were 
delivered by governor Tyler, the hon. Walter For- 


pleasure, tosupply a government paper currency, 
to convert the treasury intoa great bank of issue 
and deposite, and thus, by contracting or enlarging 
the amount of circulation, to enhance or diminish 
the value of labor and property, at his own will, 
and for his own purposes; 

And which sub-treasury system they themselves, 
in 1834 de: ounced as unwise, unjast, contrary to the 
genius of our institutions and the practice of the ¢0- 
vermment, a8 exposing the public funds to loss and 
peculation, and conferring on the executive a powe! 
dangerous to ireedom: 

Because, the sub- treasury plan, repudiated by the 
people and repeatedly rejected in congress by large 
majorities, was finanlly carried in the house of Te 
presentatives by a inajority procured in part by 4 
corrupt coalition, and in part by a gross and palpa- 





ward, and others. In the procession, mechanies of | ble violation of the constitution, accompanied witht 
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open contempt and disregard of the symbols of au- 
thority appointed by the laws of New Jersey to au- 
thenticate the will of her people: OF 58e: 

Because, in order to secure a clear majority in 
the house of representatives, the administration 
members of that body did, without any color or 
shadow of right, against precedent, and in violation 
of the constitution and laws, refuse to adit to their 
seats five members culy returned by the state of 
New Jersey, and did admit, as prima facie entitled 
to seats, five persons not returned, whoin they finally 
declared to be sitting members on the part of New 
Jersey, for the whole congress, against the return 
under the great seal of the state, and without any 
evidence to falsify the said return, or in any manner 
to manifest the title of the persons so admitted; 
whereby the said administration members did, in 
truth and effect, of their own authority, appoint five 
members to represent the state of New Jersey, and 
thus usurp to theinseives the elective franciise of 
the people of that state: 

Because, they have, from time to time, obtained 
from congress grants of large sums of money, have 
increased by hundreds the number of officeholders, 
and by many thousands of dollars the amount of sa- 
Jaries, beyond the demands of the public service, 
and have then squandered the money and distributed 
the offices to purchase the support of the venal and 
ambitious, and have sought by every art of corrup- 
tion, to secure themselves the possession of power, 
and to retain the means of advancing themselves at 
the expense of the nation: 

Because, the executive has recommended to con- 
gress, under the spacious name of a plan for the or- 
ganization of the militia, the establishtnent of a 
standing army of 200,000 men, to be mustered into 
the service of the United States for eight years, to 
be marched to distant places, kept under the chief 
superintendence of officers, appointed not by the 
states, but by the president; and ina time of pro- 
found peace, when there are no invasions to repel, 
no insurrection against the order of society, no com- 
binations against the execution of the laws to sup- 
press, to be dragged into the field as conscripts, and, 
without necessity or public reason, wantonly to be 
subjected, at the mere will of the executive, to all 
the rules and articles of war. 

Because, the plan so recommended is in violation 
of the constitution, will be burdensome to the nation, 
oppressive to all, ruinous to the poor, dangerous to 
morals, destructive of the freedom of electons, and 
subversive of liberty: 

Because, after this measure had excited the alarm 
and indignation of the country, and an election in a 
large and influential state had been, as was supposed, 
thereby determined against the adininistration, un- 
worthy and disingenuous atteinpts were made by 
the president, aided by his secretary of war, and 
others of his supporters, to relieve himself trom 
just responsibility for his recommendation, some- 
times by confounding the plan of the secretary re- 
ported to the president, and by him communicated 
to congress, with the subsequent letter of the secre- 
tary to the house of representatives, containing the 
details of the plan; and then by denying that he had 
seen in Decembera letter that was written in March, 
leaving it to be supposed that he was ignorant of a 
plan subinitted to him as early as December, and 
the outlines of which he himself sent to congress 
declaring that ‘she could nottoo strongly recommend 
it to their consideration;’’ and sometines by assert- 
ing that the president had not approved, though he 
recommended the pian; did pot desire its adoption, 
but only its exain:nation by congress; whilst it is 
known to all that the president is authorised by the 
constitution to recommend te congress such mea- 
Sures only as he shali judge ‘necessary and expedi- 
ent;”’ and therefore his recommendation of the militia 
plan to congress was a precise and direct approval 
of it~a public and official declaration, both accurete- 
ly and precisely expressed, that he deemed the mea- 
sure ‘necessary aud expedient;” and, if in his judg- 
ment, necessary and expedient, then, in his judg- 
ment proper to be adopted: 

Because, by seizing on the custody and control of 
the public treasure, by attempting to surprise the 
nation intothe establishinent of a vast standing ariny, 
and by converting the officeholders into a corps of 
Spies and electioneerers, they have manifested a 
settled purpyse to erect a throne in the midst of our 
republican institutions, to concentrate in the hands 
of the ex&cutive all the powers of goyernment, and 
thus to convert a free people into the slaves of a 
despot: 

Because, they found the country prosperous and 
happy, and by unwise and wicked experiments upon 
its trade and currency, its industry and property, 
have brought it to the verge of ruin. 

Wherelore, we declare it to be our full and settled 


Conviction that a change in the administration of 


public affairs is indispensably necessary for restoring 


prosperity, preserving the constitution, and securing 
the freedom of the people. 

We declare that William Henry Harrison, of Ohio, 
is the very opposite in principles and purposes of the 
present head of the party in power; 

Because, he has ever served his country with dis- 
interestedness, fidelity and success; 

Because, he is in truth a republican, who desires 
the freedom and happiness of his country, and the 
equal protection of all in their rights and property; 

Because, he is against any chief magistrate hold- 
ing office for more than one presidential term; against 
executive encroachments upon the powers of the 
representatives of the people; against the abuse of 
the veto power; against extravagance and corrup- 
tion in administering the government; against re- 
moving officers without cause, and against employ- 
ing thein as electioneering agents of the president; 

Because, he is opposed to all usurpation of powers 
not granted, and all abuse of granted powers, and 


) because, in regard to all abuses, he is for affording 


us not only relief for the present, but effectual secu- 
rity for the future; and, finally, 

Because, in his character and services, he more 
nearly than any man now living approaches to the 
father of his country, the illustrious Washington: 
Wherefore, 

We, the whigs of North Carolina, declare that 
Wiiliam Henry Harrison ought to be elected presi- 
dent of the United States, and we do hereby give a 
solemn assurance to the whigs of the union that we 
will, on the 12th day of November. next, to a man, 
attend the polis, and put in our ballots for the whig 
electoral ticket, and thus give proof of the since- 
rity of this declaration and our purpose to main- 
tain it. 

And let not our opponents flatter, or our friends 
alarm themselves at the thought that we may prove 
recreant to this pledge. The spirit of the people is 
roused, their resolution taken, and this state, which 
first raised the voice of independence against a fo- 
reign despot, will be found the last to yield her free- 
dom to doinestic tyrants. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Election. J. E. Holmes, V. B. is re-elected to 
congress from the Charleston district, without oppo- 
sition. 

N.S. Butler, V. B. is re-elected from the Barn- 
well district, without opposition. 

F. W. Pickens, V. B. is re-elected from the Edge- 
field district, without opposition. 

R. B. Rhett, V. B. has been re-elected without 
opposition. 

in the district now represented by Waddy Thomp- 
son, (W.) who declined being a candidate, three 
candidates were voted for, with the following result: 


Norris, (V. B.) 3,546 
Butler, (W.) 3,321 
Powell, 877 


Norris elected. 
In the district now represented by J. K. Griffin, 
(V.B.) three candidates were also voted for— 


Caldwell, (V. B.) 2,040 
Irley, (W-) 1,812 
Barkley, (V. B.) 1,100 


Caldwell elected. 

Gen. Rogers, (V. B.) re-elected without oppo- 
sition. 

From Marion district, John Campbell re-elected 
without opposition. 

In the Richmond district, of which Columbia, the 
capital of the state is the centre, a close and vio- 
lant struggle oecurred, and resulted in giving a ma- 
jority for the whig candidate, but it is stated that 
the election will be void, owing to the fact that 
seventeen more ballots were found in the box than 
there were names recorded. upon the poll books. 

GEORGIA. 

Election. We have returns from eighty, of the 
ninety-three counties in the state; which exhibit an 
aggregate whig majority of about 4,000 votes. The 
thirteen remaining counties will not materially re- 
duce this majority. 

There is also a decided inajority of whigs elected 
to the legislature. The vote has been larger than 
at any previous election. 

OHIO. 

The election. This state at the election in 1839 
was Van Burer in ali its departments. 

By the returns of the election of the 13th inst. it 
appears that the whigs have carried the state by 
large majorities. ‘The Ohio State Journal of the 
17th gives returns froin 75 of the 78 counties in the 
state, composed of majorities only in whic: the vote 
for governor stands— 





Corwin, (whiz) 28,692 
Shannon, (V. B.) 11,501 
Whig majority, 17,192 


The three remainjng counties gave in 1833, a 





Van Buren majority of 47 votes. 
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The Van Buren majority in the 75 counties in 
1838 was 5,701—showing awhig gain of 22,893. 


The senate consists of 36 members, one-half of 
whoin are elected every year. Last year 13 Van 
Buren and 5 whigs members were elected. These 
thirteen with what are now elected, will insure that 
party a majority in this branch of the legislature. 


The house consists of 72 members, of which the 
whigs have elected about two-thirds. 


The popular vote has been immense. The Cin- 
cinnati Chronicle estimates the total number at 
270,000, which would be 60,000 more than ever has 
been taken before. 


Of the nineteen congressmen at the election in 
1838, eleven Van Buren and eight whigs were elect- 
ed. There are now twelve whigs and seven Van 
Buren representatives elected. The delegation will 
stand as follows: 


Ist district—Pendleton, whig, vice Dr. Duncan, V. B. 
2d district—Weller, V. B. re-elected. 

3d district—Goode, whig, do. 

4th district-—Morrow, whig, vice Corwin do. 

5th district—Doane, V. B. re-elected. 

6th district—Morris, whig, re-elected. 

7th district—Russell, whig, vice W. K. Bond do. 
Sth district—Ridgeway, whig, re-elected. 

9th district—Medill, V. B. re-elected. 

10th district—Mason, whig, re-elected. 

lith district—Cowan, whig, vice Parish, V. B. 
12th district—Mathiot, whig, vice ‘Taylor, V. B, 
13th district— Mathews, V.B. vice Leadbetter, V. B. 
lith district—Sweeney, V. B. re-elected. 

15th district—Andrews, whig, vice Allen, V. B. 
16th district—Giddings, whig, re-elected. 

17th district—Hastings, V. B. re-elected. 

18th district-—Dean, V. B. vice Starkweather, V. B. 
19th district—Stokely, whig, vice Swearenger, V. B. 


LOUISIANA. 

The two political parties in Louisiana recently 
held on different days conventions at Baton Rouge. 
The whig meeting took place first; the other party 
convened a few days afterwards. The New Or- 
leans Picayune, a neutral paper, describes the Van 
oo gathering; in its account we find this para- 

raph: 
, here permit us to pay a passing compliment to 
the generosity of the whigs. They neither set fire 
to, nor destroyed the camp equipage when it serv- 
ed their own purpose, but left platform, temporary 
seats, tables, cook house, &c. to be used by their 
political opponents. Who says after this that party 
spirit has paralized all our kind and social! feelings?” 

At the late Richmond whig convention the houses 
of Van Buren residents were opened for the en- 
tertainment of delegates. These incidents are 
pleasing. We like to record every one such that 
comes to our knowledge. We are all citizens of one 
country—brethren of Anglo Saxon blood—repub- 
licans all. The sacred inheritance of freedom we 
all partake in alike, and own allegiance to one con- 
stitution which guards that inheritance from harm. 
In the excitement produced by political differences 
it is right to remember these things; and if we must 
contend with one another about measures of govern- 
ment let it be as reasonable men and good patriots. 


TENNESSEE. 

The Bzltimore Republican of the 23d inst. says— 
We learn from the Nashville Union, that the gallant 
soldier, profound statesman and valuable citizen, 
ANDREW JACKSON, having for some years promis- 
ed his family relations, who reside at and near 
Jackson, Tennessee, that he would visit them when 
his health was restored, has now fulfilled bis pro- 
mise, tothe great satisfaction and delight of the 
people of that section of the state. The people of 
the district prepared for his reception, and on the 
Sth inst. MORE THAN TEN THOUSAND PERSONS as- 
sembled there to receive him. A committee of citi- 
zens gave him a hearty welcome in an appropriate 
address, to which he replied at length in his elo- 
quent and energetic manner. Gov. PoLK was pre- 
sent, and addressed the multitude in his most pow- 
erful manner for two hours and a half. Judge 
Grunpy a!so addressed them about the same time. 
The Union adds; ‘the old fire of republicanism has 
taken its ancient run on the other side of the Ten- 
nessee, and is spreading with the lightnings’ rapi- 
dity to the borders of the Mississippi.” 





BALTIMORE AND OHIO RATL ROAD. 
FOURTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 
AND DIRECTORS TO THE STOCKHOLDERS OF THE 
BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAIL ROAD COMPANY. 
Ata regular annual meeting of the stockholders, 
held pursuant to the charter, on the second Monday 
of October, 1840, in the city of Baltimore, the pre- 
sident and directors of the Baltimore and Ohio rail 





road company submitted the following report and 
statements of the affairs of the company: © 
: 
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rrrst—-Of the main stem to its present termination at tation may be increased at least one-fifth without 


Harper’s Ferry; and of the Washington branch. 

ob oleh ain di exhibits the affairs of the 
company on the 30th ultimo; and the revenue and 
expenses of the main stem during the year ending 
on the same day are shewn by the statement B. 

The statements C and D, exhibit the affairs of the 
Washington branch on the 30th ultimo, and also the 
revenue and expenses on the samme ro&d for the 
year, ending on that day. 

The statements shew a steady increase in the 
amount of trade and travel on the main stem, anda 
continued diminution in the cost of transportation. 
The latter, in consequence of the alteration in the 
inclined plane, and various other measures, com- 
pleted and in progress, has been reduced, as com- 
pared with previous years, about one cent per ton, 
per mile; and it will be seen that the entire expen- 
ges’chargeable against the revenue since the 30th 

September, 1839, are $43,529 80 less than they 
were in the preceding year. 

At the end of the year 1839, the operations of the 
maiu stem, in connection with those of the Wash- 
ington branch, left an excess over expenditure of 
$68,599 70, and it will appear that for the year end- 
ing the 30th ultimo, the excess amounts to $142,828 
70, being about 34 per cent. upon the capital of 
$4,000,000. 

On the 30th of September, 1839, however, there 
were outstanding debts against the company—of 
which a considerable portion had been contracted 
previous to"1837, amounting in the aggregate to 
$114,125, of which were necessarily to be paid 
from the balance of 1839, and from the accruing re- 
venue. 

The excess of expenditure beyond the income 
prior to 1838; the heavy annual expense incident to 
the transportation over the inclined planes at Parr’s 
Ridge; the dilapidated and ruinous condition of the 
road and of the moving power and machinery ge- 
nerally—requiring monthly a large expenditure to 
prevent a total obstruction to the company’s opera- 
tions—the defective condition, and inadequate num- 
ber of water stations, locomotives, vehicles and 
machinery, of all kinds, have been pointed out in 
the reports of the last three years, 

These embarrassments have engaged the constant 
attention of the board, and have only been obviated 

by the unavoidable application of the company’s an- 
nual resources, to an amount, independent of the 
cost of re-construction, exceeding half a million of 
dollars. 

Within the last three years nineteen and a half 
miles of the old track have been re-constructed with 
a heavy rail upon an improved plan, requiring an 
inconsiderable amount for repairs; the planes at 
Parr’s Ridge have been altered, and adapted to the 
use of locomotives, and the location of the roads has 
been in many parts changed so as to avoid the inost 
difficult and expensive curvatures. 

Nearly the entire line of the main stem, which 
from the inadequacy of the company’s resources, 
could not be re-constructed with the improved rail, 
has been readjusted and thoroughly renovated; the 
same improvement is now making of the remaining 
ten miles, for which abundant materials are already 
provided, and by the first of December next, the 
whole will be substantially renewed, and in a con- 
dition of greater efficiency and durability than at 
any previous period; construction, it must continue 
liable to heavier repairs than more improved roads. 

The old water stations also have been reconstruct- 
ed or repaired, and are now in good order, Six new 
stations have bee» - ~nstructed; and three others are 
constructing, of waic.: two are nearly finished, and 
materials for the whole number are on hand. 


The principal depots, and the engine houses at 
Mount a have been refitted, and as far as prac- 
ticable, adapted to the increased power and business 
of the company, and ample tools and fixed machi- 
nery necessary for repairs generally have been pro- 
vided. 

In 1837, there were thirteen old locomotives; such 
of these as were capable of being repaired, have 
been thoroughly refitted, and in some instances en- 
tirely renewed, and eleven new engines for the use 
of the main stem have been purchased. 


Most of the burthen, and all of the passenger cars 
have been thoroughly repaired, so as to adopt them 
to the increasing demands of the public, and a num- 
ber of new cars of each description, costing toge- 
ther not less than $50,000 have been constructed and 
are now in use. To complete the efficiency of this 
branch of the service, material alterations of the 
number of the old, and the construction of ten new 
burthen cars became necessary and may be expect- 
ed to involve a further expenditure, during the year! 
1841, of nearly $50,000. With, this addition, and 
the present augmentation of power and the other 


additional expense. 

Of the materials purchased during the period al- 
ready mentioned, for the repairs of railway, and 
locomotives and tenders, of passenger and burthen 
cars—for the construction of burthen cars and for 
other purposes—the company have now on hand an 
amount valued at $30,465. 

It will appear also from the statements now sub- 
mitted, that during the year ending on the 30th ult. 
the debts, shown by the last annual report to be 
then outstanding, amounting to $114,125, have all 
been discharged; thereby relieving the revenue from 
a heavy annual charge of interest, and leaving no 
other ascertained debt, than the amount borrowed 
from the banks of Baltimore, by the city commis- 
sioners of finance. 

Of this amount borrowed from the banks, there 
have been paid by the commissioners $67,637 46, 
and arrangements are making by the same officers 
to discharge the balance as early as practicable. 

After thus discharging its debts and augmenting 
the power and means of the company, by which its 
operations may be advantageously enlarged, and the 
expenses reduced, there remained on the 30th ult.a 
nett surplus of $81,878 36. 

Of which the board have,determined to distribute 
among the stockholders $2 per share payable on 
and alter the 16th November next, in such funds as 
the company have received for revenue. 

The statements exhibiting the affairs of the Wash- 
ington branch shew on that road an augmentation 
in the trade and travel, and also a diminution in the 
expenditure. Of the transportation of tonnage, the 
reduction in the cost has been equal to one cent per 
ton per mile. 

During the last three years it also became neces- 
sary to incur considerable expenditure to readjust 
and improve the graduation of this road, by which 
means, and the removal of a large quantity of earth 
from the ae g cuts, by enlarging the ditches for 
more effectual drainage, and by ballasting with gra- 
vel those parts in which the bed consisted of tena- 
cious clay, the entire line has been put in a beiter 
and more efficient condition than at any previous 
period. The water stations also have undergone the 
refitting and repairs necessary to render them effi- 
cient, and the passenger and tonnage depots at the 
city of Washington have been considerable im- 
proved. 

Four new engines have been purchased for the 
use of this road; the passenger and burthen cars 
have been thoroughly repaired and improved, and 
a number of burthen cars costing not less than 
eleven thousand dollars have been constructed.— 
The present motive power, with a small additional 
expense for repairs and fuel, will enable the com- 
pany to transport more than double the number of 
passengers that have been transported during the 
past year; though an increase in the transportation 
of tonnage would require a corresponding increase 
in the number of burthen cars. 

On this road the materials on hand for repairs of 
railway, locomotives and tenders, and of passengers 
and burthen cars, are valued at $5,298. 

After these expenditures, the statement marked D, 
shews a nett surplus on the 30th ult. of $77,244 55, 
of which the board have determined to divide among 
the stockholders, $74,250, or four and a half per 
cent. upon the capital of $1,650,000, payable on 
and after the 16th of November next, in such funds 
as the company have received for revenue. 

From the statement herewith submitted, it ap- 
pears that, if the whole nett revenue received from 
the Washington branch, could be divided among all 
the stockholders equally, the dividend for the year 
would. be at least seven per cent. And it is only 
just to remark, that this road being the only work 
of the company whitch may be regarded as finished, 
its success fully realizes any reasonable expectation 
that may be entertained from rail roads judiciously 
constructed between desirable points. 

Of the revenue from this road, however, the state 
is entitled, in preference to the other stockholders, 
to one-fifth part of that received for the transporta- 
tion of passengers, and the balance only is liable to 
an equal division. 

In this view it will appear that the Washington 
branch has contributed during the year to the trea- 
sury of the state, one-fifth of the money received 
from passengers, amounting to $40,296 64, and also 
a dividend of four and a half per cent. or $24,750; 
making a total of $65,046 64, and. equal to thirteen 
per cent. upon the capital advanced by the state in 
this road. If to this be added the dividend from the 
profits of the main stem, it will be seen that the 
state will derive an income during the year upon the 
capital by her invested in both roads, as at present 
constructed, of more than seven per cent. 





facilities here enumerated, the amount of transpor- 





thus profitable, an appeal may confidently be made 





The investment by the state being shewn to be 


=— 
to the public authorities to extend reasonable suc 
cour to the interests of the other stockholders, While 
at the same time it will advance their own, and ey. 
able the state the more readily to provide for the in- 
terest upon the public debt... 

The inadequacy of the toll at present authoriseg 
upon some important articles, and especially Upon 
that of flour, has been pointed out in previons yo. 
ports, and in official statements to the legislature. 

Of the whole transportation of the year, 42 329 
tons or 392,419 barrels consisted of flour, being ap 
excess over the previous year of 128,386 barrels o, 
13,867 tons, and it may be here repeated that, with 
all economy the company has been able to introduce 
into the management of their road, the cost of trang. 
porting this article is not defrayed by the rate of 
toll at present authorised, which is less than that 
allowed, and in most instances charged, upon other 
works, and in other states. 

The ground on which, in the act of 1887, certain 
articles therein mentioned, and particularly floy, 
were exempted from the increased charge autho. 
rised by that act, is not perceived. Certain it js, 
that by the exemption any just'or fair profit upon 
the employment of the state’s capital, has been sur. 
rendered, and, in this branch of business, her re. 
venue has been to that extent diminished; and jt 
may be satisfactorily shewn that the excepted ar. 
ticles may be placed upon an equal footing with the 
others, without being oppressive to the producer or 
manufacturer, and without prejudice to the trade of 
Baltimore. 

Seconp—.4s to the extension of the road from Har. 
per’s Ferry to Cumberland. 

Since the last annual report nothing-has occurred 
to discourage the expectations of the board in the 
prosecution of this part of their work. The ad- 
vantages of the location ultimately adopted have 
become more manifest, and no doubt is entertained 
of the adaptation of the road to high speed and heavy 
tonnage, with locomotive engines. On the entire 
line the highest grade is found in the first thirty 
miles, and will not exceed forty feet; and in the re- 
maining sixty-seven, the grades will not in any in- 
stance exceed 264 feet to the mile. 

The curvatures, generally, range at little less than 
a mile of radius, and although there are a few at 
something less than one thousand feet, these occur 
in every instance on a light grade. 

The conduct of the contractors generally, in the 
execution of their work, has been satisfactory. Of 
the whole number of contracts, amounting to one 
hundred and fifty, it has been found necessary to 
relet only seven for neglect or misconduct; and in 
these cases the reléttings already made have been 
effected without loss to the company. The entire 
force at present employed may be stated at sixteen 
hundred men and five hundred horses. 

The general condition and progress of the gradu- 
ation, masonry and bridging, are highly favorable.— 
It has been the policy of the board to advance the 
points uf difficulty with greater rapidity, and to 
proceed more moderately with the lighter paris, so 
as to restrict unnecessary expenditure in all. 

Upon the important section at Harper’s Ferry, 
the entire work is proceeding satisfactorily. The 
heavy cuttings through the north mountain, are con- 
siderably advanced and the deep embankments at 
the Opequan and Back creek, as well as the large 
bridges connected with them, are in a state of great 
forwardness. At the tunnel, at the Doe Galley, the 
heading or excavation of the roof has reached four 
hundred and forty feet in extent, being upwards of 
one-third of the entire length of the tunnel, and the 
cuttings in this section keep pace with the tunuel- 
ling. Of the heading of the short tunnel of threa 
huncred feet in length, at the Paw- Paw bends, more 
than a moiety is already completed. ' 

At all the bridges upon the line, the masonry 1s 
advancing as rapidly as can be desired, and the ma- 
terials for the superstructure are in preparation for 
erection in the ensuing summer. 

The graduation of about twenty of the ninety- 
seven miles is already completed, and many more 
sections will be completed within a few weeks. Of 
the smaller bridges eleven are finishec. 

Of the cost of graduation, masonry and bridging, 
a revised estimate was made by the engineers in 
November, 1829, which fell considerably below the 
estimate originally submitted on the 14th February, 
1838. The reyised estimate, with five per cent. ad- 
ded for contingencies, amounting to $1,641,150. In 
June, 1840, a second revised estimate was made— 
which, although it embraced some works on the 
Harper’s Ferry section not included in the previous 
estimates, amounts in round numbers to $1,602,000, 
less by $40,000 than the revised estimate of Nov. 
1839. It is believed that the actual cost will not 
exceed this last estimate. 

The amount of work done on the 1st instant, was 
$876,000, being more than one-half of the whole, 
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and leaving to be done, according to the estimate, 
an amount of $726,000. 

The amount of actual work done per month may 
be stated at $75,000; at which rate the graduation, 
masoury and bridging, with the exception of some of 
the heaviest sections and bridge superstructures, 
may be completed on or before the first of August, 
1841, and these last may also be finished in the 
month of January, 1842. 

Should their resources allow the board to pro- 
cure the iron and other materials in season to make 
sixty or seventy miles of railway in the course of 
the year 1841, and to prosecute the remaining thir- 
ty or forty miles in the spring of 1842, it will be 

racticable to finish the entice work and put the 
road in operation to Cumberland in the summer and 
autumn of that year. 

The practicability of prosecuting the work with 
such despatch, will depend upon the ability of the 
city of Baltimore punctually to pay her subscrip- 
tion, or upon that of the company to dispose of the 
sterling bonds of the state upon terms which they 
may deem satisfactory. ¥ 

The present advanced condition of the work has 
been accomplished; Ist. By the money borrowed 
from the banks, by the city commissioners of finance 
through the company’s agency. 2d. By the com- 
pany’s orders authorising the transfer of city stock 
at its par value, in sums of one hundred dollars or 
upwards, as explained in the last annual report.— 
3d. By the direct payment to contractors of city 
stock at its par value, under an agreement that it 
shall be sold by a mutual agent, and at prices to be 
fixed by the company, so.as to prevent a deprecia- 
tion in its value. And 4th. By the proceeds of 
sales of the five per cent. sterling bonds of the state. 
» Up to the present time the payments in city stock 
through the medium of orders authorising its trans- 
fer, have answered the purposes of the company— 
have proved entirely satisfactory to the contractors; 
and, in most instances, to the proprietors of the 
right of way, and have received general encourage- 
ment from the community at large. 

On the 30th ultimo, the payments made through 
this medium amounted to the sum of $515,000; in 
orders to the commissioners of stock of the follow- 
ing denominations, viz: 100 orders of $100 each; 
$34,000 of five dollars; $39,000 of three dollars; 
$78,000 of two dollars, and $354,000 of one dollar 
each. Of the whole amount of orders given in pay- 
ment, ten thousand dollars in those of $100 each 
have been funded. 

Payments direct by the delivery of city stock, 
have been confined to the contractors upon a few of 
the most difficult sections, upon which it was desi- 
rable, both to the company and the contractors, to 
place an extra force, ard amounted, in the whole, | 
on the 30th ult. to $138,877 47. 

By these payments, the city has been enabled, so 
far, to comply with her engagements to the compa- 
ny, without any loss or sacrifice; the credit of her 
public securities has been preserved unimpaired, 
and the important work, so essential to her trade 
and prosperity, has been advanced to its present 
point, not only by the actual application of her 
stock at its par value, but with a large annual sav- 
ing of interest, during the period the orders may 
remain unfunded. 

The successful continuance of this system of pay- 
ment until our public securities meet with a more 
ready sale, will enable the city, in future, punctu- 
ally to discharge her obligations, and complete this 
great enterprise to Cumberland, without impairing 
the value of her stock, and with diminished taxation. 
It would seem, therefore, only reasonable that the 
city authorities, unless contrary to some acknow- 
ledged principle of public policy, should unite in 
procuring legislative sanction, if necessary, for the 
encouragement of this mode of payment, 

In giving these orders in payment, the board en- 
tertain the opinion that they violate no existing law. 
The orders do not promise to pay money, nor, in- 
deed, are they, in any respect, promissory to their 
character. They confer an absolute authority for 
the transfer of city stock, and finally cancel the 
obligation. for which they are received in satisfac- 
tiou. From the natiyge of the case, they cannot ex- 
ceed, in amount, the city subscription and the stock 
actually transferred to the commissioners in trust 
for the holders. They, in fact, represent city cer- 
tificates, though in smaller denominations; and, in 
the requisite sums, may be found, and converted 
into coin or bank paper, at the pleasure of the holder, 
They are, therefore, not liable to the risk or any 
other objection to which irresponsible paper issues, 
professing to pay money, are exposed; and every 
citizen, liable to the payment of a city tax, has an 
immediate interest in maintaing their value. 

Nor need the purpose of utility of these orders 


should be employed for such purpose, prove valua- 
ble auxiliaries in aiding the operations of the banks; 
they would, in no respect impair the soundness of 
the regular currency, but might be advantageously 
maintained in general credit. 

The present condition of the Baltimore and Ohio 
rail road company not only justifies the aid already 
contributed by the state and city to this branch of 
our public works, but should inspire renewed zeal 
in its prompt and vigorous prosecution. To en- 
courage the efforts of the board for this purpose, by 
means which may push the work in advance of ri- 
val enterprise in other states, and, without disturb- 
tag the regular currency, prevent the sacrifice of our 
public securities, and exempt the people from tax- 
ation, would appear to be recommended by every 
principle of sound policy. On these grounds, the 
buard tonfidently reply for support, no less upon the 
public authorities than the community at large. 

Of the five per cent. sterling bonds of the state, 
delivered to the company in payment of the state’s 
subscription £5,250 were sold in London by Messrs. 
Baring, Brothers & Co. in the months of January 
and February last, according to the company’s limit 
at eighty per cent. of which the amount drawn for 
atthe then rate of exchange, netted in Baltimore 
the sum of $21,583 68, and the balance of these 
sales, less commissions, was applied to the payinent 
of the interest which accrued on the Ist of July last. 
The remainder of the bonds are yet in the hands of 
Messrs. Baring, Brothers & Co. under the arrange- 
ment as heretofore announced, effected by the pre- 
sident with that house in October, 1839. 

Up to this time, the board have not deemed it 
necessary or expedient, either to borrow or accept 
advances upon any portion of the bonds; nor have 
they changed the limits which at the time of the ar- 
rangement, they prescribed for their sale. 

In a letter from Messrs. Baring, Brothers & Co. 
dated the 3ist July last, the company is informed 
that ‘Maryland bonds are 82a83 per cent.”” “The 
constant remittance,” they observe, ‘from your side 
of the remaining bonds, altogether about £200,000, 
which were pawned with banks and others in the 
United States, prevented an improvement in the 
market to any extent. They must now be pretty 
nearly realized here, and we inay, therefore, hope 
for some rise, if the demand for American stocks 
continues; but the late anxiety concerning European 
politics, has checked transactions for the present.” 
By order of the board, 

LOUIS McLANE, president. 
(A.) 
The Baltimore and Ohio rail road company, October 
1, 1840. 
Dr. 
Stock in the Washing- 
ton branch road, 
Cost of road to Harper’s 


$1,032,600 00 


Ferry, $3,465,048 79 
Real estate and depots, 266,156 86 
Locomotives, horses, 


mules, and harness, 
passenger and bur- 


den cars 480,329 99 





4,211,535 64 

Cost of road west of 
Harper’s Ferry, 

John 1. Donaldson and i 
Fielding Lucas, jr. 
commissioners, for 
this amount of city 
six per cent. stock 
placed in their hands 
for the redemption of 
stock orders, 

Baring Brothers, & Co. 


1,094,639 85 


700,000 00 


London, 3,181,005 11 
City six percent. stock 
en hand, 176,322 53 


Bills receivable 3,234 92 
Expenses of stock cer- 

tificates of the state, 

to be refunded by 


the commissioner of 


loans, 1,711 40 
Cash in the bands of 

disbursing officers, 1,379 88 
Cash in hand, 109,556 45 





$10,511,985 78 
Cr. 
Loan at 6 per cr at. for 
_the purpose of tak- 


121 

Suspense account 126 21 

Stock orders issued, 515,000 00 
Due the Washington 

branch road, 96,790 15 
Loans from banks on 
city stock, on ac- 
count of the city of 

Baltimore, 874,962 54 


City of Baltimore, 
State of Maryland five 
er cent. sterling 
onds, 

Premiums on sterling 
bills, 

Revenue, 

Less expenses, repairs, 
and interest, 


1,074,694 59 


3,200,000 00 


2,588 79 
583,469 00 


336,522 60 





*246,947 08 





$10,511,985 75 
Office of the Balt. §& Ohio rail road co. Oct. 1, 1840. 


B.) 

Statement of the stitial and expenses of the Bali- 
more and Ohio ratl road company, on account of 
the main stem of the road, for the year ending the 
30th of September, 1840, 
The amount received 
for the transportation 
of passengers and 
merchandise for the 
year ending the 30th 
of Sept. 1840, is 

And the expenses for 

the same period are 

as follows, to wit: 

For transportation, in- 

cluding fuel, salaries 

of superintendent, 
agents, conductors, 

&e. &e. 

For repairs of the road, 
For repairs of depots 
and water stations, 
For repairs of passen- 

ger cars, 

For repairs of burthen 
cars, 

For repairs of locomo- 
tives, 

For repairs of the Mo- 
nocacy bridge, 

For office and inciden- 
tal expenses, includ- 
ing salaries, house 
rent, &c. 

For interest on borrow- 
ed money, 


$432,883 70 


o- 


$104,280 12 
85,463 73 


11,790 738 


19,860 14 
36,401 66 
1,806 89 


8,905 63 


5,005 30 





Making $280,194 00 





And shewing the earn- 
ings of the road for 
the year lo be 

The interest paid dur- 
ing the year on ac- 
count of the-«loan 
created for the pur- 
chase of stock in the 
Washington branch 
road, amounts to 

And the dividend to be 
received froin said 
road, 


$152,689 70 


56,328 00 


46,467 00 


The difference is 9,861 00 





Showing the nett re- 
venue for the year to 
be $142,828 70 
Office of the Balt. and O. R. R. co. Oct. 1, 1840. 
J.J. ATKINSON, secretary. 








ing stock in Wash- 
ington road 
Stock, 
Less 


1,000,000 00 
$4,000,000 00 


instalments un- 
257 50 





Cease after the resumption of specie payments. On 
the contrary, they would, in that event, if they 


paid 





3,999,742 50 


| (C.) 
Washington branch rail road, 1st October, 1840. 
Dr. 

Cost of road, real estate, engines 

and cars, $1,655,457 80 
Cash in the hands of the disbursing 

officers, 4 60 
Due by the Baltimore and Ohio rail 

road, 96,790. 15 

$1,752,252 55 

Stock fi 

ock, 1,650,000 0 
Annuity at 5 per cent. 25,000 00 
Dividends unpaid, "'s 00 





*To this amount will be added the dividend fr 
Washington branch road due the main stem $16 tee 
and make the nett revenue $293,414. ? 
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Revenue, 
Less state ) 
bonus 1-5 the | 
receipts from 
assengers 
Uxpenses, 
Repaits and 
Interest, 


$202,755 63 


$40,296 64 


G sss.2n 44 
-$125,511 08 —$77,244 55 








1,752,252 55 
Office of the Balt. and O. R. R. co. 1st Oct. 1840. 
, J.J. ATKINSON, sec’ry. 


Statement of the revenue and expenses of the Wash- 
ington branch of the Baltimore and Ohio rail road, 
Sor the year ending the 80th of Seplember, 1840. 

The amount received for 
transportation of passen- 

ers and merchandise for 
the year ending the 30th 
of September, 3340, is 

And the expenses for the 
same period are as fol- 
lows, to wil: 

Bonus to the state, one- 
fifth of the receipts from 


$202,755 63 


40,296 64 


passengers, 
Transportation, including 

fuel, salaries of the su- 

perintendant, ~ agents, 

conductors, &c. &e. 29,582 24 
Repairs of the road, 27,655 88 
Repairs of depots and wa- 

ter stations, 2,005 54 
Repairs of passenger cars, 4,138 62 
Repairs of burden cars, 5,052 12 
Rapairs of jocomotives, 8,829 69 
Interest on the Elkridge 

Landing bridge annuity 1,250 00 
Office and incidental ex- 

penses, including sala- 

rics, house rent, &c. 6,700 35 





Making 125,511 08 





Shewing the nett revenue 
of the year to be $78,244 55 
Office of the Balt. and O. R. R. co. Oct.1, 1840. 
J.J. ATKINSON, sece’ry. 


POLITICS OF THE DAY. 
MR. VAN BUREN’S LETTER ON A GENERAL BANK- 
RUPT LAW. 
From the Albany Argus. 

A letter was addressed to president Van Buren, 
by Messrs. S. L. Danfield, William H. Brasber atid 
others, dated New York, August 13th, 1849, in the 
following words: 

Six: The undersigned a portion of your fellow 
citizens, in view of the approaching presidential 
election and the great interests involved therein, and 
desirous of Knowing your sentiments in relation toa 
subject of great public interest, have accordingly 
taken the liberty of propounding a few inquiries as 
to your opinions and line of policy as the ehief 
magistrate of the people, and the representative of 
the popular will. 


The undersigned, therefore, relying on your ac- 
cusiomed candor and magnanimity in making 
known your principles to the people, that they may 
vote “understandingly,” respectfully propose the 
following questions, &c. 

1. Would you give your executive approval, if 
re-elected president, to an involuntary bankrupt! 
law, applicable to corporations as well as indivi- 
duals, or toa voluntary bankrupt law, applicable 
to all classes of individuals and corporations? 


2. Would you give your approval to a bankrupt 
bill, operating on individuals involuntarily, but ex- 
empting corporations from its provisions? 


3. Wonld you give your approval to a bankrupt 
bill for the relief of involuntary insolvents, applica- 
ble to manufacturers and traders, but exempting cor- 
porations and the agricultural classes? 


The undersigned have but one object in view in 
propounding the foregoing questions; itis to become 
acquainied with your opinions as to the constution- 
ality and expedency of a bankrupt law, and your 
probable course of policy in the event of such a law 
passing both houses of congress. 


As well as the memory of the undersigned 
serves thei, your opinions on the preceding topic 
are entirely unknown to your fellow citizens. The 
excitewent pervading the public mind at this period 
on the subject, and the influence exerted by the pas- 
saze or deieat of a bankrupt bill, on the destinies 
of so many of your fellow men, are sufficient in 
themselves {o prompt an early reply to this commu- 











To this letter the president has transmitted for 

publicationtthe following reply: ) | 
Washington, Sept. 14, 1840. 

GeNTLEMEN: FT have had the honor to receive 
your letter of the 13th of August, desiring an ex- 
pression of my opinions upon the questions therein 
stated, all of which relate to the subject ofa bank- 
ruptlaw. Your object is, doubtiess, to obtain my 
general views upon that ineasure. These shall be 
fully and frankly given. 

Laws having reference to the relation between 
debtor and creditor are of a two-fold character; 
namely; . 

Ist. Those which, on the surrender of his pro- 


perty, mereiy exempt the person of the debtor from 
1m prisonment. 


2d. Those which, in addition to this, exonerate 
his future acquisitions from liability to his creditors, 
by dissolving his contracts, or extinguishing all re- 
medies upon them. 


My efforts to abrogate the right which was given 
by law to the creditor to imprison his debtor, ex- 
cept in cases of ascertained fraud, commenced atan 
early period of my public life, and have been uni- 
form, active and preserving. At the first regular 
session of the legislature which I had the honor 
to attend, [ introduced and ,advocated a law. for 
abolishing imprisonment for debts in certain cases. 
At several subsequent sessions the same subject, 
embracing the policy in its broadest possible extent, 
occupied my earnest attention, and its adoption was 
urged with tiny best abilities, and finaliy with suc- 


cess, in that branch of the legislature of which I was 
a member, 


My objects in bringing forward and advocating 
the abolition of imprisonment for debt in the state 
legislature were not lost sight of, or abandoned, 
by me after I was honored witha seat in the na- 
tional legislature. There my efforts were united 
with those of others to divest our civil code of a 
feature so odious and oppressive. It is a satisfac- 
tion to believe that my uniform and continued 
course upon this subject has not been without influ- 
ence in ameliorating legislation in regard to unfor- 
tunate debtors, and I do most sincerely rejoice that 
this barbaric relic of antiquity, so cruel in its ef. 
fects upon individuals, and so peculiarly uncon- 
genial with the principles of governments founded 
on popular sovereignty, is in a fair way of being 


expunged froin the statute books of all enlightened 
nations. 


The very fact that humanity and justice reqnire the 
surrender, by the creditor, of all reliance upon the 
power of imprisonment, or of a control of any kind 
over the person of his debtor, should inspire caution 
in preserving unimpaired such securities as are con- 
sistent with public policy. When a man parts 
with the fruits of his own industry to another, upon 
the faith of a contract, he is entitled, upon grounds 
of natural justice and sound morality, to the fruits 
of bis debtor’s earings and enterprise until he is 
fully paid. This is the foundation of credit and 
contidence, which are essentially necessary to the 
well being of society. Although this ruleas between 
the parties is obligatory until the debt is honestly 


Paid, the contract itself is, upon the great principle 


which subjects private rights to the public good, 
liable to be controlled, and even directly cancel- 
led, by the snpreme power in the State; it nay be 
declared void at its inception, as contravening 
public policy, or forfeited for not being enforced 
within a limited period, or abrogated under cir- 
cumstances having regard to the general welfare, 


where the power to abrogate is given to the legisla- 
ture. 


The subject as now pending before the country, 
and as embraced in your questions, presents itself 
in several points of view. 

First. As to a general bankrupt law, applicable 
to bankers and traders only. 


Second. Asto the propriety of subjecting corpora- 
tions {o its operation; and 

Third. As to the propriety of embracing, volun- 
tarily or involuntarily, all oth-r classes within its 
provisions, 

It isarule, the sacred observance of which is 
indispensable to the well-being of society, that go- 
verninent should never interfere with private con- 
tracts, even where the authority to do.so is confer- 
red by the constitution, except upon the ground of 
evident public necessity, and then with a degree of 
caution and circumspection which shall guard in 
an eflfectnal manners, against frauds and injustice. 
That occasions may arise when those who have 
the rightfnl power to interfere may do so, by a re- 
gard to the best interests of the community, there 
can be no doubt. [thought there was occasion for 
such interference in 1827, and gave my vote for a 





nication. 


general bankrupt law, applicable to bankers and 





ae Pere 
ee 


traders, classes which al! must agree were intended 
to be embraced by the clause im the constitution 
relating to this subject. An occasion of at least 
equal urgency for such a law exists at this time, 
The embarrassments caused by the pernicious ex. 
pansion of the curreney, and the consequent facijj- 
ties of credit and rash enterprises, which have un. 
fortunately characterised the last few years, are 
such as to render an interference of this kind greatly 
conducive, if not absolutely necessary, to the public 
good. I would, therefore, have, unhesitatinely , 
co-operated, in the last session of congress, in the 
passage of such a law, properly guarded against 
frauds, and so framed as to secure to the creditors 
the present estate of their debtors, when the latter 
were discharged from their obligations. A bill 
which should not sufficiently guard against frands 
would be objectionable. The rights of creditors 
might be so far overlooked, or so inefficiently se. 
cured, that I should be constrained to withhold trom 
it ny sanction. 

It would constitute no objection with me if cor. 
porations were, in a proper form embraced by the 
provisions of such a bill, An attempt was ‘inade 
at the close of the discussions on the bankrupt bill 
of 1827, in the senate, to. include banking corpora- 
tions, by inserting after the word bankers, in the 
description of the persons who were made subject 
to the provisions of the biil, the words, “or an 
banking ineorporation.” Assuming that the effect 
of this amendment, if it prevailed, would be to 
make the members of such corporations liable in 
their individual capacities to the penalties denounc- 
ed by the law for acts, in respect to which their 
charters made thein personally irresponsible. [ 
opposed it as an unauthorised interference with 
state laws; I could not now approve a bill contain- 
ing provisions liable to such an objection. The 
disastrous state of things produced by the general 
suspension of specie payments by the banks in 1837 
presented for consideration, in a form whieh could 
not with propriety be disregarded, the question 
whether the power of congress over the subject of 
bankruptcy might not be brought to bear upon those 
institutions in a manner which would steer clear of 
that difficulty. Upon a careful examination of the 
subject, in all its bearings, I was induced to believe 
that this might be done ina form which, while it 
afforded relief tothe creditors of those! institutions, 
and advanced the public interests, wemld neither be 
liable to the objection referred to, nor encroach in 
any other way upon the rights of the states or tran- 
scend the authority of the federal government. A 
provision ina bankrupt law authorising ‘the bill- 
holders and creditors of ail banks, after a specified 
delay in the payment of their notes in specie, to in- 
stitute proeeedings to cause their affairs to be wound 
up and their effects to be applied to the payment of 
their debts, would, in iny judgment, be a measure 
of that character. Its object and effect wonld only 
be to compel them to discharge the obligations they 
incurred, and the liabilities they were underaccord- 
ing to the state laws, by giving to their creditors for 
this purpose a remedy which congress alone can 
eifectually confer. The contracts between indivi- 
duals are also made under the sanction of the laws 
of the states and regulated by them. Those hav- 
ing ¢laims under these contracts may resort to the 
state courts to enforce them, as it is also competent 
for the creditors of banks to do. The object of a 
bankrupt law would be to furnish the creditor an 
additional remedy to compel debtors of one descrip- 
tion to do what, under the laws of the state, it is 
their duty todo. The proposed provision in regard 
to banks would proceed, although in a modified form, 
upon the same principle and to the same end, with- 
out depriving the corporation or its members of any 
rights or immunities secured to them by the state 
laws. 

Entertaining these views I brought the subject 
to the notice of congress during the suspension of 
specie payments by the banks, in 1827. If they 
are correct it would seem difficult to conceive on 
what ground the exemption of the banks from the 
provisions of such a law could be sustained by 
those who insist on its application to other classes 
of our citizens. Equal and exact justice, the only 
proper basis of legislation, requires that laws should 
extend to, and ope:ate upon, all who are fairly 
within the range of the same policy. Corporations, 
though artificial bodies, are composed of men, are 
managed by them, and, like private dealings, have 
for their main object the personal advantages of the 
corporations. The principle which demands their 
exclusion from the operations of a bankrupt law, 
on the ground of inexpediency, claims for that por- 
tion of our citizens whose property is thus invest- 
ed, privileges and exemptions denied to others. It 
proposes to secure to them as creditors all the ad- 
vantage of such a law, without making them liable 





under it as debtors. On what principle, I ask, can 
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so marked a preference to one portion of the peo- 
je over the other be justined? Punctuality on the 
art of incorporated banks to fulfil their engage- 
ments is of more importance to the community than 
that of. any individual traders, and their failure in 
rforming their duty is attended with much more 
injurious conseqrences, If, then, there be no good 
reason for the distinction on the ground of public 
interests, most assuredly there can be none on that 
of claims to favor. The privileges which the laws 
already give to those institutions, and the limited 
jiability of those who invest property in them, fur- 
nish, on the contrary, the strongest reasons against 
the exemption which is claimed in their behalf. 

Whilst on every dollar so invested the stockhold- 
er has a right to loan two, and sometimes three 
times the amount, and whilst he is shielded from 
all personal responsibility in case of the failure of 
the bank to comply with its engagements, no por- 
tion of the property of any other class of the com- 
munity has such artificial value given to it by law, 
nor is it protected, in like manner from the hazards 
of business; but, on the contrary, every dollar they 
possess is held subject to the claims of their credi- 
tors. These desirable privileges were granted un- 
der the expectation of advantages and facilities to 
the public to be derived from these institutions, not 
one of which can be realized if they fail to redeem 
their bills in specie when demanded. Whatever 
may be thought of their usefulness under other cir- 
cumstances, all must admit that, if they cease to 
perform this important function, they are the 
sources of great mischief. The reasons therefore 
for giving to the billholders, and other creditors, 
whose confidence has been in some measure ob- 
tained under a sort of legislative guaranty, full and 
prompt remedies against them in case of failure to 
perform their engagements, are stronger than in 
cases of ordinary debtors. Should a bankrupt law 
be passed which did not embrace corporations, hav- 
ing the right as creditors to avail themselves of its 
advantages, individuals who failed in personally 
performing their contracts with them might, by 
their interference, be arrested in their business and 
have their property at once transferred to assignees. 
More than this, they might be involved in acts of | 
bankruptcy by the failure of the banks themselves | 
to fulfil their promises to them, or to others on 
whose punctuality their own depended, The in- 
justice of the distinction in this view of the subject 
becomes strikingly clear, and I am wholly ata loss 
to know on what ground it could be upheld.. This 
is not a mere speculation upon remote or impossible 
contingencies. Had there been a bankrupt Jaw in 
existence for the last three or four years, thousands 
of our fellow citizens would have been subjected to 
its provisions by reason of the delays and difficulties 
they experienced in realizing the demands due to 
them, resulting indirectly from the suspension of 
payments by the banks; whilst against the banks 
themselves, they, and their debtors, who held their 
notes, or other obligations, would have been com- 
paratively remediless. 

The states have certainly not been sparing in be- 
stowing upon these institutions special privileges, 
and it has not been heard, as matter of complaint, 
that they have been too vigorous in enforcing a 
strict compliance with the conditions on which the 
grants were made, Itis not easy to comprehend 
the extent to which this principle might be carried 
in.exempting traders as well as bankers from re- 
sponsibility to this remedy for a non-performance 
of their engagements and in enlarging the sphere of 
legislative privileges. The state legislatures have 
been in the constant habit of incorporating manu- 
facturing, and, in some forms, commercial compa- 
nies also, each of whom become traders of the first 
class. If these companies, in addition to the par- 
Ucular advantages and personal immunities secured 
to themn, are also to have their effects exempted 
from liability under bankrupt laws, the efficacy and 
value of the constitutional provision on the subject 
of bankruptcy may be effectually superceded, 
whilst those who are not possessed of sufficient in- 
fluence to become the participants of legislative fa- 
vor would remain subject to the utmost rigor of the 
laws that nay be passed under it. While I would 
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pediency of extending a bankrupt law to other| ject is founded on the assumption that the states 
classes of the community than bankers and traders | are fully competent to afford all the relief in cases 
have been vexed questions from the establishment) of this description that can be reasonably desired, 


of the federal government to the present day.— 
The constitution has now been in operation -for| 
more than fifty years, and the sanction of congress 


and in that way evils believed to be inseparable 
from the extension of the federal power over it may 
be avoided. The correctness of this position is, 


tosuch a law, though frequently attempted, has | of course, more or less dependent upon the extent 


never yet been obtained. Although the question 
of constitutionality coald not for that reason have 
come before the judiciary directly, it has often been 
considered indirectly in deciding upon the const- 
tutionality of state insolvent laws; and I am not 
aware that the supreme court, in the extended dis- 
cussions upon the general subject, has ever even 
intimated an opinion as to the precise extent of the 
authority of congress in the matter, We are, there- 
fore, at this late day without even a legislative or 
judcial opinion upon this tnuch agitated qnestion, 
unles3 One can be reasonably inferred from the per- 
severing refusal of congress to pass such a law.— 
There is not, perhaps, a single question growing 
out of our complex system of government, in re- 
spect to the settlement of which less advance has 
been made than this; and it must be admitted that 
there are few if any more complicated, or in respect 
to which it is found more difficult to arrive at a sa- 
tisfactory conciusion. 

Objections to the power of congress lo pass a vo- 
Juntary bankrupt law, applicable to all classes of 
debtors, have been principally founded on the fol- 
lowing considerations, viz: 

Ist. No bankrupt law as such having existed in 
the United States before the adoption of the consti- 
tution, it is assumed that its framers intended to 
confine the power given over the stibject to bank- 
ruptcy as it was then understood to exist in the 
country from which we have derived most of our 
legal definitions, and the outlines of our judicial 
system. 

2d. That bankrupt laws, understood in that 
sense, are such acts only as provide a compulsory, 
summary and comprehensive remedy to creditors 
against bankers and traders; and 

3d. That there had existed in all the states, for 
years before, and down to the period of the adop. 
tion of the constitution, insolvent laws giving relief 
to insolvent debtors, of all descriptions, on their} 
own application, as well against imprisonment for | 
debt, as under certain circumstances against future 
liabilities for the debts themselves; that the broad 
construction of the federal constitution necessary to 
include bankrupt laws of the character now referred 
to, would at least deprive the states of all power to 
act upon the subject, independently of that of con- 
gress,—a right which existed before the constitu- 
tion, and which it is claimed was not intended to 
be surrendered by the states. 

The advocates of the power, on the contrary, 
contend, in respect to the two first grounds of ob- 
jeetion, that legislation on the subject of bankrupt- 
cy, to be wisely adapted to the cbjects in view, 
must vary with circumstances and keep pace with 
the changes which are every day taking place in 
the pursuits of men—either bringing them within 
or excluding them from the policy of a general bank. 
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of the powers over the subject which the states 
possess, while congress abstains frem acting in the 


matter. About this there has been for years con- 


siderable uncertainty, and thisuncertainty has been 


nota little aggravated by apparently contradictory 
decisions by the courts. 


of general expressions by the judges which went 


This arose from the use 


beyond the case before the court, and were there- 
fore not conclusive upon this question. The bind- 


ing character of them having been disavowed, the 


. 5 
matter is now placed by the supreme court of the 


United States upon a settled and simple footing.— 
As [understand it, and I believe there is no reason 
for contrariety of opinion upon the subject, it is 
that the states may, in the absense of federal legis- 
lation upon this branch of the subject, pass laws 
authorising not only the discharge of debtors from 


imprisonment, but also from the debts themselves, 
provided the latter were contracted and to be exe- 
cuted in the state, between citizens thereof, and 
entered into subsequently to the passage of the law. 
The debts and credits of bankers and merehants 
extend throughout the union, and thus present 
cases which could not be adequately provided for 
under an authority so limited. Not so with the 
dealings of the other classes of which we are speak- 
ing. The instances of bona fide transactions be- 
tween them in which adequate relief could not be 
provided by the state legislatures, under this con- 
ceded authority, would be of rare occurrence. ‘To 
the state which authorises the contract, and fur- 
nishes the ordinary means of enforcing it, would in 
this way be reserved the right of granting such re- 
lief from the hardships which under peculiar cir- 
cuinstances may arise to the parties restricted only 
by the limitations before referred to. 

These, with the right to exempt from imprison- 
ment in all cases would still leave to state legisla- 
tion the control and direction of the remedies to 
an extent under which much might be wisely done 
for the benefit of unfortunate debtors, and the evils 
of abandoning in practice the strict construction of 
the power of congress over the subject avoided.— 
The changes in the relations between the states and 
the general government, as those relations have 
been hitherto understood, resulting from an oecn- 
pation of the whole ground by federal legislation, 
would unavoidably be very considerable in respect 
to the extent of the patronage of each, and perhaps 
most prominent in the jndicial branches of the re- 
spective governments. A large quantity of the 
business which has hitherto been done by the state 
courts, and for which they seem to be the appro- 
pr’ te tribunals, would be transferred to the federal 
courts. It is at least very questionable whether 
such an alteration in established systems of judica- 
ture, would be wholesome in its political effect, or 
an improvement in the administration of justice. 





rupt law; that it bas so varied in Englarw: before 
and since the adoption of the federal constitution, 
and that it ought not to be supposed that the fra- 
mers of that instrament designed to limit the pow- 
er, when they gave it in such general terms, to the 
usages or legislation of a foreign country. In re- 
spect to the last objection, it is insisted that bank- 
ruptcy includes insolvency, and that it 1s not posst- 
ble to lay down any precise distinction by which 
the two subjects as matters for the legislation of the 
respective governments can be separated, and one 
branch of it allotted to the states and the other to 
the federal government; that all attempts which 
have been made by otr ablest judges and states:nen 
todo so in a satisfactory manner have hitherto 
failed; and, that it must therefore be held that the 
framers of the federal constitution meant to give 
congress power over the whole subject, leaving to 
the states on!y a subordinate action in regard to if, 
trusting to the intelligence of the people who would 
be, at the same time, represented in both systems, 
for such an exercise of the power conferred as 


carefully abstain from interfering with the rights of | would not interfere unwisely with those portions of 


these corporations, derived from state authority, | 
would not add to their privileges by exempting 
them altogether froin the operation of a general 
bankrupt law, when such exemption would, in 
many cases, operate injuriously on individuals sub- 
ject to its provisions. The corporations themselves 
act, in my judgment, most unwisely, when they in 

Sist upon an exemption which could not fail to mark 
yet more distinctly the line of separation between 
their affairs and those of the community at large, 
and to give stiil greater prominence to the superior 
aivantages they enjoy over the rest of their fellow 
citizens. The constitutionality as well as the ex- 


it which had been, and could continue to be, more 
usefully exerted by the state legislatures. 

Whatever may be thought of the conclusiveness 
of these views, I am free to say that the able man- 
ner in which they have been presented in our courts 
of justice and elsewhere has given them greater 
weight in my own mind than I was disposed to al- 
low them thirteen years ago, when I was called to 
act officially upon the subject. 

But if ever the question of constitutional power 
is overcome, that of expediency still remains to be 
considered. The objection which is raised to le- 
\ zislation by congress wpon this branch of the sub- 

















There is, on the contrary, reason to apprehend 
that it would give oceasion to numerous conflicts 
as to jurisdiction between the courts of the separate 
governinents, cause delay in the proceedings and 
increase costs and litigation. The states have ex- 
ercised the right to pass laws giving a liberd! inea- 
sure of relief to debtors, since the period of their 
first formation; these laws constitute an important 
and valuable part of their respective statutory codes. 
, Their right to this branch of legislation has been 
conceded to them upon the very principle of the 
distinction between the bankrupt and insolvent sys- 





-tems. ‘Toenter at this time upon the practical ap- 
plication of a different construction of the constitu. 
tion won. | have a tendency to disturb the very 
foundation of those proceediigs by an interpretation 
which has hitherto had no explicit sanction from 
the national legislature or the national conrts. 
Neither would it be doing justice to the subject 
to pass wholly unnoticed the obvious unfitness of 
applying to farmers, mechanics and other classes of 
our citizens, the prompt and vigorous proceedings 
authorised by bankrupt laws towards bankers and 
traders, hitherto alinost the only objects of such 
laws; nor could such proceedings be much modifi- 
ed in that respect without defeating the ends of 
such enactments. The failure of debtors to satisfy 
the demands of creditors, at the time and in the 
manner specified by their contracts, bas ever been 
regarded, under a bankrupt system, as an act of 
bankruptey, and authorises the transfer by the ope- 
ration and agency of law, of ail their estate to 
assignees for the benefit of their creditors. How- 
ever proper such a procedure may be, in reference 
to bankers and traders, it would beto others o 
| pressive and ruinous—it wonld greatly multiph 
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individual distress, and bring to public auction, by 
a forced sale, not only a large amount of personal 
property, but a considerable portion of the real 
estate of the country. The evils of a bankrupt 
law, with such extended range, would, it is justly 
to be feared, more than counterbalance the benefits 
it might otherwise produce. I am not aware that 
any government has deemed it wise or safe to ex. 
tend the operation of a bankrupt law to all these 
classes of its citizens or subjects. I am well 
aware that those latter objections are sought to be 


obviated by making the operation of this part of 


the law voluntary only. But it well deserves to be 
remembered that such a law would be but the 
entering wedge—the first movement by congress 
in a new direction, under a general power, and no 
one can tell what might be the next.—The same 
constructjon of the constitution, which gives con- 
gress the right to pass a voluntary bankrupt law, 
applicable to farmers and mechanics, and other 
non-trading classes, concedes the right also to make 
it compulsory. As long as the debtor interest pos- 
Sesses a paramount consideration in the national 
legislature, such a law, would, perhaps, not be 


posite interest, when in complete ascendancy, to 
make at least a plausible expose of the reasons why 
justice to creditors requires that the rule should be 
reciprocal, In this view of the subject were the 
opinions formed that I have heretofore entertained, 
of the propriety of not extending the legislation of 
the general government to classes of cases which 
it might not be certain the constitution intended to 
embrace. 

I was doubtless governed in so regarding the 
question, not merely by my own opinion of the 

ropriety of restraining all legislation within those 

imits, but by a conviction that as bankrupt laws 
had been generally passed, chiefly if not excla- 
sively, for the benefit of the creditor, and were 
penal in their character, they ought not to embrace 
persons who had not been regarded as coming within 
their scope; and also by the consideration that, so 
far as they tend to the relief of all classes of 
debtors from future liabilities on the surrender of 
their property, the state insolvent laws had already 
done much to attain that object without subjecting 
those who are not within the class of bankers and. 
traders to the rigor and severity of bankrupt en- 
actments. 

I forbear to do more on this occasion than sug- 
gest the grounds of someof the objections toa 

ankrupt law, under one of the aspects presented 
by your question, Your own reflections will ena- 
ble you to see them in their full force, and bring to 
your view many others I have omitted to mention. 
My sincere desire is to carry, as far as can be con- 
stitutionally done and sound policy will admit, the 
humane principle of discharging the honest and 
unfortunate debtor from liabilities he cannot meet, 
securing at the same time to his creditors the full 
benefit of his present estate. The rule which I 
Jaid down for my own government, when the sub. 
ject was under discussion, at the last session, was 
to keep iny mind open to argument and conviction 
in regard to it, until it became my official duty to 
act, and then to approve or disapprove the bill pre- 
sented for my consideration, according as its par- 
ticular provisions should, in my best judgment, be 
found to conform to those principles, and be likely 
to accomplish those objects. Upon careful consi. 
deration vf the subject, in all its bearings, I am led 
to believe that 1 shall best perform my duty in the 
matter by continuing to pursue the same course in 
future. I am, gentlemen, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, M. VAN BUREN. 
To Messrs. S. L. Danfield, Wm. H. Brasher and 

others. 

P.S. My opinions upon the same subject hav- 
ing been asked by others also, ] have caused ny 
reply to be at once published and copies sent to 
you. 

LETTER OF MR. POINSETT. 
Washington, Sepi. 28, 1840. 

Dear str: I send herewith a letter addressed to 
my fellow citizens of Charleston, and beg that you 
will present it to them. 

Having been assailed by opposition orators and 
letter writers from Maine to Georgia, I avail myself 
of the privilege secured to every citizen in this coun- 
try, of being heard in his own defence, to plead be- 
fore a tribunal whose jurisdiction I have always ac- 
knowledged, and to whose verdict I shall cheerful- 
ly submit. Ihave the honor to be, dear sir, faith- 
fully yours, J. R. POINSETT. 

Dr. Joseph Johnson, Charleston, S. O. 


Washington, Sept. 26, 1849. 
Friiow citizens: Shortly after I accepted the 


address you, I exhorted you to sacrifice .all former 
feuds on the altar of our commen country, and to 
lend the aid of your talents and influence in support 
of those, who, equally with yourselves, are animat- 
ed by an earnest desire to promote its happiness and. 
peeresenne, and firmiy determined to maintain its 

onor abroad, and preserve its institutions and peace 
at home. I assured you that the administration, of 
which I formed a part, would never violate the prin- 
ciples of the constitution, nor suffer them to be vio- 
lated by others, and that the peculiar rights and in- 
terest of the south would be protected. And I 
pledged myself, should any of the great landmarks 
of democracy be disregarded, to be found once more 
in your ranks, ready to aid you in vindicating the 
rights of the people. 

The period is arrived when I feel called upon to 
appeal to you to decide whether the assurances I 
then gave you have been fulfilled, or whether the 
allegations which have been so freely made against 
the administration are true. It is on its trial before 
you, not only upon general charges of alleged mis- 
conduct, which, if substantiated, would render it 
utterly unworthy your confidence and support; but 
those charges are, in no inconsiderable degree, 
founded on officicial acts of my own. Citizens of 
my own state, between some of whom and inyself 
relations of personal friendship formerly existed, 
have felt themselves justified in arraigning me be- 
fore you, ard through me the administration of 
which I am a member, for acts of weakness and ex- 
travagance, and even for devising plans stigmatized 
as designed to subvert the liberties of the country. 

Called upon by a committee of congress, at a mo- 
ment when the country was threatened with war, to 
prepare for its defence, and to reorganize the mi- 
litia, I submitted a glan for that purpose, which has 
been the fruitful theme of attack by the opponents 
of the administration. It is unnecessary to recapi- 
tulate the objections which have been urged against 
this measure. They are known to you all. But I 
will briefly explain its provisions, in order that you 
may judge how far these objections are valid and 
applicable. It is proposed to diminish the burden 
now imposed upon the people, by turning out for 
training every able bodied man in the country at 
the same time—a system which operates as a direct 
tax upon you, amounting to many millions annuaily, 
and itis as unnecessary as it is burthensome; for, 
under no circumstances can it be required to brin 
into the field two millions of men; one-twentieth of 
that number is amply sufficient; and it was intend- 
ed that this foree should be called out at convenient 
seasons, for ten days in each year, and that you 
should be all trained in turn. Depots of arms were 
to be established at convenient stations, in order 
that when turned out to drill, you should not have to 
march far, and never out of your own state; and 
only when on the borders out of your own districts; 
and when on the ground, be furnished with United 
States arms and ammunition, and be paid for the 
tine you were so employed—which need not have 
exceeded ten days of every year for four years, after 
which you would have been exempt from militia 
duty, except in cases of actual invasion or insurrec- 
tion. You were to have been commanded by of- 
ficers of your own choice, as now, and if subjected 
to the rules and articles of war when in service, as 
you are under the present law, you were to be tried 
for all military offences by your own officers only— 
your neighbors and friends, from whom you have 
no injustice to apprehend. In this manner, the least 
Onerous that could be devised, an efficient forée 
would have been in constant readiness, to suppress 
insurrection or repel invasion, at a trifling cost, to 
be defrayed by the general government. 

Be rot deceived by the silly cry of ‘standing ar- 
my,’ raised by the opponents of the people’s rights, 
to oppose the efforts of a democratic administration, 
and to bring discredit on them for the attempt to 
organize the militia. It is evident that the people 
inust protect themselves, or pay soldiers to protect 
them; and it is equally obvious that they cannot ef- 
fectually protect themselves, without being orga- 
nized, nor devolve this duty upon others, without 
peril to their liberties. I have as much confidence 
as any man in the brave hearts and strong arms of 
the mass of the people, and am willing to rely upon 
them for the defence of the country, whenever there 
is time to prepare for it; but if ever the thunder of 
the enemy’s cannon shall be suddenly heard in any 
of our seaports, which are ail now too accessible 
and indefensible, they might be destroyed or cap- 
tured before the forts could be garrisoned, or one 
blow be struck to defend them. Or if ever our 
southern planters shall be awakened by a yell more 
startling than those of the Indian, many a brave 
heart will be pierced, and many a strong arm will be 
paralysed, before an efficient foree could be collected, 
armed and organized, to protect their wives and 


Senn, 


neither wise nor safe to deceive the people on this 
subject, and leave them to the hazard of one day 
weeping their improvidence in tears of blood. 
There is no portion of our country so deeply in- 
terested in ‘this measure as the south. . The south 
must depend upon itself for protection, and there 
never was a period in the history of our govern- 
ment, when this portion of our common country 
was more loudly called upon, by imperious circum- 
stances, to prepare for its self-preservation. Your 
enemies surround you on every side: the world is 
up in arms to deprive you of your property. The 
interest of nations, and the fanaticism of individuals, 
are united against vov from without—while within 
our own bosom, men, blinded by party zeal, com- 
ine to lull you into a false and fatal security, and 
strive to excite your suspicions against those faith- 
ful public servants who call upon you to prepare 
for the contest. To counteract the attempts of your 
friends to organize and arm you, and to enable you 
to present such an imposing front as may awe the 
fanatics who are seeking your destruction, they cry 
out “beware of executive influence,” beware of 
“standing armies”—although they know full well, 
that standing armies are only necessary where the 
people are unarmed and unorganized, and that li- 
berty is alone endangered by the supineness of its 
legitimate guardians. What, in fact, can be more 
untrue, or more insulting to. the people, than to be 
teld that they, the source of all power, are not to be 
trusted with arms, nor taught the use of them!— 
What fear can there be that one-twentieth or one- 
tenth part of the militia of each state, composed of 
your own fellow citizens, of your own friends and 
relations, will turn their armns against you and seek 
to deprive you of your liberties? What danger is 
there that you yourselves will do so when vour turn 
comes to assemble at your own neighboring depot, 
and have arms placed in your hands? Would yon 
march against your fellow citizens, at the bidding of 
atyrant? Surely not. Why, then, should you be 
led to believe that your sons, or your brothers, 
or your naighbors, who have been brought up to 
cherish the same principles as yourselves, would 
seek to destroy institutions which are as dear to 
them as to you, and turn their arms against the 
country? The idea is as insulting to the people as 
it is preposterous. 
But the prejudices of many among you have been 





£&|roused against this plan, and persevering attempts 


are made to keep them alive, notwithstanding the 
president’s distinct expression of the opinion and 
views entertained by him upon the whole subject: 
views against which the arts of the opposition have 
not yet enabled them to raise a plausible objection. 
With respect to the charge of extravagance, so 
loudly made ~by the opposition, and maintained by 
the most glaring representations and misstatements, 
I again refer you to the public documents, and plead 
the facts as they are there recorded. They prove 
incontestibly that the real expenses of the govern- 
ment have not increased beyond what the angmen- 
tation of our population, and the extension of our 
commerce, and the rapid advancement of our set- 
tlements, absolutely required. Stripped of the ex- 
traordinary expenditures, which have resulted from 
circumstances beyond the control of the administra- 
tion, the course of the government, instead of being 
marked by a wasteful and profligate extravagance, 
as its opponents would®persuade ‘you, has been 
distinguished by the most exact and rigid economy. 
The payment of the public debt, which forms a large 
item of expenditure, cannot be charged to the ex- 
travagance of government. Nor can that of the 
Indian trust fund, of which the government is the 
trustee, although that item serves to swell the ge- 
neral amount of expenditures; even the money re- 
ceived for indemnities due the nation by foreign 
governments, and exacted from their justice by the 
firmness and decision of the administration, is charg- 
ed to its extravagarice, because it not only recover- 
ed, but distributed these sums. 

The payment ordered by congress, to liquidate the 
claim of Massachusetts,Connecticut and N. Carolina 
for their expenditures during the war, forms another 
item of the charge of extravagance. So too, the three 
per ct. and the two per ct. for roads, payable to the 
new states out of the amount of sales of public lands 
under laws passed years ago, which increases with 
the quantity of land sold every year. Duties re- 
funded to merchants, which are, to a certain degree, 
an evidence of the increasing prosperily of our com- 
merce, are made to appear an increasing item of 
extravagance. So that, in fact, if we had not paid 
any portion of the national debt, and left the treasu- 
ry notes unredeemed; if we had-not honestly exectt- 
ed our duty as trustees of the Indian fund, by dis- 
bursing thein for the benefit of those tribes; if we 
had not sold any public lands, or had neglected to 
pay the new states the five per cent. due them upon 











office I now hold, and when last I had the honor to 


children. It may be popular doctrine, but it is 


the amount of sales; and if the commerce of the 
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country had been paralyzed, and the merchants fail- 
ed to trade extensively, the government would, ac- 
cording to the reasoning of the op osition, have 
been administered most faithfully an economically 
_-a reputation which would have been founded up- 
on its bad faith and destructive policy. 

These disbursements for the years 1836, 37 and 
38, amount to $28,152,145 41. To these items 
shoald be added the amount of appropriations for 
the payment of pensions, for the District of Colum- 
bia, survey of the coast, taking the census, explor- 
ing expedition, the removal of Indians, which are 
all of a temporary nature, and are certainly not 
chargeable to the present administration; and those 
for durable and fire-proof buildings, for arming and 
equipping the militia, for the improvement of the 
navy, for roads, canals and breakwaters, and river 
and barbor improvements, under laws passed many 
years ago, for fortifications and the purchase of 
jands from the Indian tribes, in order to free the in- 
dividual states from the presence of this population, 
and to benefit essentially the whole union. All 
which charges, amounting in the aggregate to a large 
sum, must be considered as expenditures for the se- 
curity of our common country, and for the benefit 
of posterity, and are not therefore properly charge- 
able upon the present administration, as they were 
authorised before its commencement. These de- 
ductions, including the expenses growing out of the 
operations upon our northern and eastern frontiers, 
to preserve our national faith with a neighboring 
and friendly nation, and those which have been 
incurred in protecting the southern portion of 
our country from Indian aggressions, bring the 
annual expenditures of those years to the moderate 
amount of $13,000,000. One word as to the ex- 
penditures growing out of these wars, which have 
been a fruitful theme of accusation and reproach 
against the administration. The wars of the Creeks 
and Seminoles originated in the perfidious and cruel 
conduct of those Indians. They not only refused 
tocomply with their treaty stipulations, but attack- 
ed and destroyed the white settlements and butch- 
ered the inhabitants. The government, in the ful- 
filment of-one of its most imperative duties, took all 
the measures in its power to protect the country 
which was exposed to these merciless savages.— 
The very limited regular force, and the want of 
proper organization of the militia, rendered those 
efforts more feeble than they would have been under 
other circumstances, and much more expensive.— 
The militia cr volunteers cannot be brought to act 








on foot, the best if not the only description of | thirty-three millions. 


force suitable for finding and subduing the roving 
savages of Florida; and under the most economical 
arrangement for supplying horsemen, its cost, com- 
pared with that of the regular soldiers, is as six to 
one; that is to say, one mounted militiaman costs 
the government as much as six regular infantry: 


and yet the administration is blamed for not cover- 


ing 40,000 square miles of territory with volunteer | causes beyond his control. 


cavalry, and sweeping the whole territory as witha 
net—an operation which would probably fail, and 








upon an emergency and for a few days; that wood 
was brought from New Orleans to a spot where it 
was growing abundantly, without stating the addi- 
tional fact that these woods were occupied by In- 
dians, and that it would have required a large escort 
to protect the woodcutters, and transportation to 
bring soldiers to perform this duty from other sta. 
tions where their presence was more needed. 1 
mention these things only in justice to my prede- 
cessor. No such transaction has taken place under 
the present administration. It is equally due to the 
several commanders in Florida, to state, and I do it 
without fear of contradiction, that in the Creek and 
Florida wars, more Indians have been destroyed, 
captured and removed, than in all former wars against 
Indian tribes since the commencement of our go- 
vernment; and that this has been accomplished under 
the most difficuit and discouraging circumstances. 
Notwithstanding the existence of these wars, the 
administration, by its energetic efforts to produce 
economy in the public expenditures, has been ena- 
bled to effect a large reduction in the appropriations, 
amounting annually, if averaged, to not less than 
$4,000,000. 
I will close the observations which I have felt it 
my duty to make on the subject of the expenditures 
of the government, with an extract from a letter ad- 
dressed by the president, on the 15th insf. to a citi- 
zen of ‘Tennessee, in reply to an interrogatory, 
whether, in his opinion, there could be any further 
reduction of the expenditures of the governmeut, 
without detriment to the interests of the people. 
‘I do not doubt the practicability of a further re- 
duction tn the expenditures of the government, with- 
out detriment to the interests of the people; and it 
has been the object of my active and unceasing ex- 
ertion to cause it to be made. The appropriations 
for the year 1837 were made before I came into of- 
fice. Our ordinary disbursements, without includ- 
ing those on the public debt, the post office, and 
the trust fund in charge of the government, had been 
largely increased before the commencement of my 
terin, by appropriations for the removal of the In- 
dians, for repelling Indian hostilities, and for other 
less urgent expenses which grew out of an over- 
flowing treasury. Independent of the public debt 
and trusts, the gross expenditures of seventeen and 
eighteen willions in 1834 and 1835, had, by these 
causes, swelled to twenty-nine millions in 1836, 
and the appropriations for 1837, made as before 
stated previous to the 4th of March of that year, 


I caused immediate and un- 
remitting efforts to be made, throughout the public 
service, to reduce these large expenditures az 
speedily and to as low a point as could be done con- 
sistently with the public interest; an object which 
I have the best reason to know was one of greal 
solicitude on the part of my predecessor, though his 
efforts to accomplish it were greatly impeded by 
We succeeded during 
the year 1838 in somewhat recucing the amount, 
notwithstanding the continuance of our Indian em- 


which would certainly require at least 50,000 men, } barrassments, and the necessity for a longer time 
and cost for one campaign of six months, not less | to make all such efforts completely successful. The 


than fourteen millions of dollars, without enumerat- 


results of 1839 were so, to the gratifying extent of 


ing the interminable claims arising from the loss of |a reduction of more than seven millions below the 


horses, or the amount of pensions for wounds and 
disabilities. 

Tosome extent this policy was pursued in 1837 and 
1838, when double the force required by former ge- 


nerals who had commanded in Florida, was sent 


expenditures even of the preceding year. Of these 
facts and results congress were informed at the last 
session, and you may judge for yourself whether 
their accuracy has been in any way impeached. 
“The estimates for 1840 were directed to be sub- 


there and placed under an active and skillul and jected to the severest scrutiny, and limited to the 


experienced commander. 
from Tennessee, Georgia and Missouri, men count- 
ed among the best and bravest of their citizens.— 
Indian scouts were assembled from the western 
frontier. Every thing was done that zeal, courage, 
perseverance and endurance could effect; but still 
the war was not ended. ‘The Indians ceased to 
concentrate their forces, and to resist the advance 
of ourmen. They scattered, and becaine the most 
terrible banditti that ever infested and devastated a 
country. Large columns of attack became unne- 
cessary, and the large bodies of volunteers hitherto 
employed, were succeeded by detachments of regu- 
lar troops, who are both more efficient and less 
costly. The militia of Florida has been embodied 
to protect their own settlements, and the regular 
forces will be charged with the more active duty of 
breaking up the Indian camps, and of forcing these 
savages to sue for peace. This arrangement has 
reduced the expenses of the Florida war from five 
millions a year to not more than two. Stories of 
the extravagant expenditures of government officers 
have been made up by insinuations and inference 
equally as unfair as false statements. It is said, 


Volunteers were brought | absolute requirements of the public service; and 


raised the expenditure to the vezy large amount of 


our best exertions have been made, throughout the 
year, to eifecta still furtherreduction. They have, 
[am happy to inform you, been crowned with the 
desired success. The expenditures for the first six 
months of 1840, compared even with the reduced 
amount of 1839, are, in round numbers, as follows: 
In 1839, $12,600,000; for the same period in 1840, 
$10,100,000. Compared with 1838, they 





that a “steamboat was freighted for $250 a day, 


which is $90,250 a year,”’ leaving it to be inferred | If in this we are successful, ag f have very little 


that government paid that sain for the hire of the 
boat; when in point of fact the boat was only taken 


doubt we shall be, there will, atthe end of the year, 
be a reduction of the annual expenditures since 


1837 of more than eleven millions and a balf—since 
1888, of more than ten millions.” 

The president is charged with the intention of 
proposing direct taxation, because, by the provi- 
sions of an act of congress, introduced as ainend- 
ments to the original bill by opposition members, 
the marshals and their assistants are required, in 
the progress of taking the census, to collect certain 
statistical information, which congress thought 
might prove useful and instructive. It will be ap- 
parent, on the slightest examination, that no mea- 
sure of taxation could be adopted on these proceed- 
ings, as the names of the parties are not required 
or taken down by the marshals. It is scarcely ne- 
cessary to say that the inference that such was the 
intention of the president, or of any member of his 
adininistration, is unfounded. 

In the case of lieutenant Hooe, of the navy, 
which has been repeatedly alluded to in order to 
prejudice Mr. Van Buren in the south, it is suffi- 
cient to say that this officer was convicted of caus- 


ing persons to be flogged contrary to law, not on 


negro testimony at all, but on the uncontradicted 
testimony of respectable and unimpeachable white 
witnesses; and that the president would not have 
done his duty, as the law now stands, if he had re- 
fused to confirm the proceedings of the court, be- 
cause negro testimony bearing on other charges 
had been introduced, but which did not affect the 
opinion of the court. That colored persons should 
be allowed to testify at all times in southern ports 
is the faultof the laws; and Mr. Van Buren desired 
that an act might be passed that should expressly 
prevent the adwission of negro witnesses in courts 
martial equally as in common law courts—a mea- 
sure which was proposed in congress, and failed 
only by the opposition of the very men who now 
are SO clamorous in their censure of the president. 

Some honorable gentlemen who have partaken of 
the president’s hospitality, have thought it decorous 
and proper in rising from the table, to denounce his 
style of entertaining them. They talk of his palace 
the regal splendor of his furniture, and the magnifi- 
cence of his dinners. The house, which is vastly 
inferior in size and appearance to many town and 
country mansions of individuals in other countries 
was built by order of congress, under the direction 
of general Washington; and the furniture spoken of 
was imported by Mr. Monroe, «gilt spoons” and 
all, and, it must be acknowledged, is not quite so 
magnificent in its appearance as it was twenty-four 
years ago. I have dined with every republican 
president since the time of the elder Adams, and 
can perceive no difference in their style of livin 
and that of Mr. Van Buren, except that his is the 
most simple. 

J have thought it proper to treat all these subjects 
of attack upon the president, because they are ‘re- 
lied upon almost altogether by his Opponents. The 
great questions of publie policy, the vital principles 
of government and the important interests of the 
country are slightly touched upon or kept entirely 
out of view. All these questicns, principles and 
interests, have been practically developed by the 
conduct of Mr. Van Buren, for the last three years 
and his opinions and sentiments in relation to them 
have been frequently and frankly avowed. The 
peace of the country has been honorably maintained 
and its rights firmly vindicated; the rights of the 
stales, as we understand them at the south, inviola- 
bly preserved, and our peculiar interests inflexibly 
protected. 

The vexed question of Mexican claims, which 
threatened to involve our country ina war with our 
sister republic, isin a fair way to be adjusted, and 
our citizens who have suffered in their commercial 
interests there, are likely soon to be indemnified for 
their losses. 


The long protracted question of our northeastern 














boundary, which so seriously menaced the peace of 
the country, has by the wisdom, moderation, and 


stand | firmness of Mr. Van Buren, been placed in a train 
thus: in that year, $15,800,000; in the present,/to be ainicably seitled. 
$10,100,000. Compared with 1837, (being those | missioners appointed by the government of Great 
under appropriations made before I came into of- | Britain to make an ex parte survey and examina- 
fice), they stand thus: for the first six months of| tion of the disputed boundary, contained such novel 
1837, $16,635,000; and, as I have stated, in 1840, 
during the same months, $10,100,000. Although | it expedient to appoint a commission on our part to 
it cannot be stated with accuracy what the result of |examine the saine ground, in the confident expec- 
the whole year will be, yet, from the best means of 
information, we bave reason to believe that the 
expenditures will not exceed $22,000,000. Only | have, as we believe, been led by too much precipi- 
using, in the accomplishment of that result, the | tation. In the mean time, the negociation for the joint 
power conferred upon me by congress to postpone _cointnission permanently to adjust the boundary, is 
certain expenditures under enumerated circumstan- |1n continued progress, and will probably be conclud- 
ces, to an extent which is not likely to diminish the ed before the meeting of congress. Todo justice to 
actual expenditures of the year so much asa mil: ithe conduct of the executive throughout the whole of 
lion below what they wouid otherwise have been, |.tl 


The report of the com- 


and startling statements, that the president deemed 


ate 
lation thata more deliberate survey will correct 


the errors into which the British commissioners 


this transaction, you teust compare the present con- 
aition of this question with that which existed at 


fom close of the session of 1839. At that period 


congress so fully impressed with the idea that 
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war wight grow out of the delicate and embarrass- 
ing situatiou in which the two nations were placed, 
that they voluntarily and unanimously confided to 
the president the means of meeting the danger, if 
it should arise; and an act of confidence which fur- 
nishes a remarkable commentary upon the abuse 
lavished upon Mr. Van Buren by his opponents, in 
and out of congress. It may not be improper to 
state here, as an instance of the unfair charges made 
by the opponents of the government to deceive the 
people, that the sum of ten millions of dollars, 
appropriated on that occasion, to be used by the 
president in defence of the country, at his dis- 
cretion, not one cent,of which was expended or 
drawn from the treasury, is put down in some of 
ihe statatements among the ileis to swell the 
apparent amount of annual appropriations and ex- 
penditures. 

The conduct of our foreign relations has, in all 
former political contests, been a fruitful theme of 
invective against the existing administration. They 
affect the whole country, its uterests and honor, and 
the nation is at all times most sensitive with regard 
to thezn. The president cannot spend a dollar with- 


/ Out a previous appropriation by conyress; but may, 


by a single act of indiscrelion.da the management 
of its foreign affairs, involve the peace of the coun- 
try; and although the last tour years have presented 
difficulties in our foreign relations, seldoin if ever 
surpassed, we yet see the extraordinary spectacle 
of a presidential canvass carried on with unprece- 
dented severily, without one word being uttered 
against the conduct of the executive in this most 
important and delicate of his official duties, and 
that in which he, more than in any other, acts by 
himself, 

To this former conduct you must look for his fu- 
ture course in all that concerns the rights of the 
south and the rights of the states. 
regarded the national bank not only as unconstitu- 
tional, but as a fearful political engine, calculated 
to subjugate the whole union toa money power, 
and to foreign influence—to subject the weaker to 
the stronger class, and toexpose ali interests to un- 
equal taxation, without any corresponding benefit, 
and possessing the power by its control over the 
currency and the prices of commodities, to depress 
or elevate their nominal value, as the moneyed or 
political interests, of the corporation might di- 
rect. Influenced by these considerations, he de- 
clared uncompromising hostility to the national 
bank, and has encountered its powerful hostility in 
return. 

Jn another measure of still greater importance to 
the south, and involving the peace of the union, 
Mr. Van Buren is found with the state rights party. 
The desire at one time so prevalent at the north, to 
secure to one species of industry an undue advan- 
tage over others, was defeated by his eloquent ap- 
peal to the justice and good feeling of his country- 
men at Alvany; and from that period the sound 
sense of the democracy of the north has gradually 
overcome a system of speculation so destructive to 
the south; and, without injury to honest industry 
in any quarter, converted a inonopoly of individu- 
als into a simple revenue tax, leaving in the pockets 
of the tax payers countless millions. For this 
course of policy, by which you have been so large- 
ly benefitted, Mr. Van Buren has encountered the 
opposition of the numerous and wealthy monopo- 
lists who are interested in fastening upon the coun- 
try a high protective tariff. Connected with this 
subject, and entirely dependent upon it, is that of 
internal improvements by the general government, 
Wiibout this means of absorbing the surplus re- 
venues resuliing from a high tariff, it must have 
been reduced, and Mr. Van Buren is entitled to 
your gratitude, for uniting with general Jackson 


-1n measures which put an end to that system, 


and led to the reduction of the high duties which 
bore so oppressively upon the industry of the 
sonth. 

The efforts of Georgia to remove the Cherokees, 
had heen foiled by the preceding administration, 
and the federalists of the north united to oppose 
this favorite measure of general Jackson. Nothing 
that their enmity and activity could devise, was left 
undone, to fasten this population upon Georgia, 
Tennessee and Alabama. Emissaries were sent 
among the Cherokees to urge the Indians to resis- 
tance, and John Ross and his adherents were en- 
couraged in their contumacy, and even foreign in- 
fiuence inveked to put down the state laws and 
prostiate the policy of the administration. Dur- 
iog the wholeof this protracted and unprecedent- 
ed struggle, Mr. Van Buren co-operated with ge- 
neral Jackson to free the south from this Indian po- 
pulation, while those who are now his opponents, 
left nothing undowe to defeat a measure so important 


to southern interests, and which Was only Gnaily | tive, aad Ll should regret for the sake of our repub 


consummated ander his aduilaistration. 


Mr. Van Buren- 


The last in the progress of attacks to be appre- 
hended by the weaker portion of the union, is that 
which strikes at the slave property of the south; 
and at the domestic securily and peace of its citizens. 
Combinations are forming at home and abroad to 
render the labor on which its prosperity depends, 
not only valueless, but dangerous to the existence 
of society; to exclude its products from general 
use, and substitute those of ludia in their stead; and 
to breed a spirit of discontent among the negroes, 
and encourage their escape from their masters, by 
laws enacted, and upheld in violation of express 
provisions of the constitution. In every stage of 
this destructive policy, Mr. Van Buren has used his 
personal and political influence to stay its progress, 
and at this moment he stands in the breach assailed 
by all the ancient enemies of the south, and by the 
new foes, who have arisenon every side, and who 
strike directly at its prosperity and peace; and will 
the south be so utterly regardless of its own inte- 
rests as to lend its aid to raise this party to power, 
and abandon the democracy of the north, who acta- 
ated by a proper respect for their constitutional ob- 
ligations, have hitherto supported them against the 
abolitionists? 

Of general Harrison’s principles and intentions 
nothing can be known; but those of the friends that 
surround bim, and of the party that sustain hii, 
are well understood. He receives the support of 
the abolitionists, and of the friends of a national 
bank, of a high protective tarilf, of extensive 
schemes of internal improvernents, of the assuinption 
of state debts, and of the distribution of the public 
lands among the states, which would prove the most 
powerlul means of establishing and continuing a 
high tariff of duties. He therefore stands commit- 
ted in favor of interests abhorent to the south, and 
against which the democracy of the union have 
struggled so manfully, and thus far successfully. 
The elections, as far as they have gone, display a 
fearful combination of fanaticism and moneyed in- 
terest in faver of this candidate; and the south, if 
faithless to its interest, is exposed to have imposed 
upon it a consolidated government, by the mistaken 
policy of its own misguided sons, appropriating its 
vast means to promote measures and execute pro- 
Jects inimical to the principles and directly opposed 
to the interests of that portion of the union. 

J. R. POINSETT. 





LETTER FROM THE BISHOP OF CHARLESTON. 

The following letter is in answer to an invitation 
to attend on the occasion of the visit of col. John- 
soi to Detroit, on the 28th of September. 

Charleston, S. C. Sept. 17, 1840. 

GENTLEMEN: I was yesterday honored with 
your invitation of August 26, to meet the vice pre- 
sident of the United States on the 28th instant, at 
Detroit. 

The compliment which you pay him is one of 
those political movements from which I have kept 
aloof, though I am free to confess my opinion is, 
that the administration of which he forms so conspi- 
cuous a part, has acted for the benefit of our union, 
and does not deserve the viluperation with which il is 
assailed, 

It may perhaps tend to show the spirit of some of 
its opponents, when so humble an individual as I 
ain, and for so many years a citizen, though I must 
confess to the crime of having been born in a dia- 
tant land, and of having voluntarily come hither, 
dare not express this simple opinion without being 
denounced in unmeasured terms, and the persons 
whose religion I teach, threatened with extermi- 
nation if it be discovered that from any cause 
there shall be found a majority in favor of Mr. Van 
Buren iu any district where Catholics are nume- 
rous. 

I have suffered insult and oppression under the 
penal code against my religion in Ireland, and I 
came hither flattering myself with the expectation 
that there existed at least freedom of thought, and 
liberty for any citizen to express his opinions that 
the public officers of the union were not guilty of 
that mal-administration which was imputed tothem 
by their competitors. I bave more than onee been 
convinced of my mistake; and if my religion and 
its professors are to be made the victims of my ima- 
gining that in our republic, Catholics, like other 
citizens, had liberty of political opinions, expression 
and action, I would far prefer being again in my 
former position; for the Orangeism of Ireland is 
mercy compared to the insolence of those who here 
insult us by their expressions of kindness and con- 
decension, whilst they threaten us with extermina- 
tion unless we stoop to be their slaves. 
ham aware, gentlemen, that they who are thus 
disposed in our regard, do not form the American 








people, bul T know that they are numerous and ac- 


othe 


——_— 
tate, 


their will. They would indeed begin with-the Ca. 
tholics, but others would soon feel the effects of 
their success. 

[ take the liberty of sending you a couple of pa. 
pers which will show the occasion of my remarks. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, with great 
respect, your obedient humble servant, 

t JOHN, bishop of Charleston, 
TO THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS IN THE UNITE) 
STATES. 
From the New York Evening Post. 

It is the object of a state or political society where 
liberty prevails, to make the people’s will the rulin 
principle of government. It is the purpose of a 
sect or a religious society to secure or promote obe- 
dience to the will of God. And it is the aim of 
classes of people connected by similarity of circum. 
stances, to aim at the temporal aggrandisement of 
their own order. 

In every country, the principle’ of the state, 
the sect and the class—or the politics, religion 
and vocation of men, exert an influence on one 
another, and determine the general course of Opi- 
nion. Atall ties some of these elements are jn 
conflict, and it is generally when two of these be. 
come paramount over the rest, and contend for 
Ai one over the other, that revolutions re. 
sult. 

Perhaps the most prominent classes which have 
been arrayed against each other in modern or in an 
times, have been those of capital and labor, of per- 
sons and property. 

In ail the civilized governments of Europe, and 
of old, no political power was conceded to persons 
without property. Aad it was, as I remarked in 
my last paper, the peculiar and pre-eminent glor 
of William Penn and his followers, to be the first 
of all the world to recognise the right of the person 
without property to be acitizen or avoter. In 
ali the other colonial charters and state constitu- 
tions up to the adoption of our present constitu- 
lion of the United States, a property qualification 
was required for electors and officers. Since then 
many of the states have abolished it, but several 
still retain that feature. It was from the stete and 
colony of Pennsylvania that, the framers of the 
federal constitution borrowed the precept and prac- 
tice of universal suffrage; and its primitive establish- 
inent in Pennsylvania was the effect not only of the 
peculiar tenets, but the very genius of the Quaker 
religion. 

The evil of riches, and the love of money, have 
long been topics of discourse with moralists and 
ministers. But the ‘Friends’ reduced theory to 
practice, and cut off by their discipline the very 
objects of avarice. They expressly prohibit super- 
fluity of apparel, of diet, of furniture, and of habi- 
tation, and by thus rendering superfluous wealth 
useless, destroyed all motive for its accumulation. 
But William Penn and his brother colonists very 
naturally considered that if property were made 
indispensable for political privilege and honor, a 
very strong stimulant of avarice would still remain. 
They therefore wisely and religiously cut the con- 
nection between avarice and ambition. They di- 
vested mammon of the dignity of his robes of office, 
and left him to remain ainong men, as well as 
amnong the fallen angels, “the least erect of all the 
spirits that fell.” How well have the conclusions 
of philosophy and the history of twenty centuries 


| verified the holy oracle, ‘that the love of money 


is the rootof all evil.” Mammon has been the fa- 
vorite idol of the world, and has been bloodier 
than Moloch, viler than Belial, pronder than Luci- 
fer, nay, all the other vices seem at least to be ren- 
dering homage to avarice. Ambition, vanity and 
appetite, have all become its parasites. William 
Penn and his associates drove the money changers 
out of the temple of liberty, as their great ex- 
emplar did out of the temple of religion. And by 
the constitution of the union and most of the 
states, avarice is no longer recoznised as a con- 
stituegt, much less the supreme principle of govern- 
ment, 

But although excluded from the constitution, the 
money power has been received into the legislature 
of the country. Money holders have been assoc!- 
ated by law, endowed with protracted continuity of 
existence, and surrounded with privileges and i1- 
munities. They have been autiiorised to contract 
debts, without being bound to the extent of their 
property to pay them, or subject to imprisonment 
for refusing. And they have the exclusive privilege 
of supplyiag the paper circulation of the union, 
amounting commonly to about one hundred and 
forty millions, which is a standing loan from the 
people to them of that amount without interest, and 
with its attendant advantages is more than equal to 
an annual gift of at least ten millions ef dollars. 
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handred and forty millions of dollars, and is held 
by less than two hundred thousand inen, the most 
of it probably by about fifty thousand, many of 
whom are aliens and foreigners. These men, with 
this money, have been erected by legislative autho- 
rity into a privileged order, wah control over the 
currency, credit, commerce, property and labor of 
the republic. They lend four hundred and filty mil- 
jions of dollars, and have the power to establish or 
overthrow the fortunes of individuals, of classes, 
and sections of the country. 

This is a power as great or greater than any pri- 
vileged order has ever yet possessed under any go- 
yernment. This is a power which exceeds the 
aggregate of all the powers conferred by the people 
through the constitution on all their public agents 
who adininister the government. This is a power 
able to govern or overthrow any government. This 
iga sovereign power. Let us consider how it has 
been exercised. 

The leading and lauded maxim of the banker 
js to give facility tothe business of the country; 
that is to give credit to commerce. This is the 
avowed principle and standing boast of banking. 
And although its sincerity bas been often question- 
ed, its utility bas not, that I know, been denied. 
But I now deny it. And I assert that commerce 
neither needs nor merits more credit or political 
favor than agriculture or manufactures. Com- 
merce is not more useful or noble than either of 
them—and as it is in fact more fashionabfe and 
attractive, it requires less extraneous aid than either. 
Why then should three hundred and forty millions 
of capital be collected into masses, gifted with the 
use of a hundred millions of credit, exempted from 
the vissitudes of mortality and of foriune, placed 
beyond the natural laws of our being and the obii. 
gations of civil society, with all incidental and re- 
sulting powers for the purpose of affording facilities 
to business. 

If it be admitted that commerce has no paramount 
claims over agriculture or manufactures, but is ra- 
ther less emtitled to public favor than either, how 
absurd must the policy appear of conferring that 
favor at their expense? And this is the very evil 
of our present banking system. Government has 
given to banking capital alone the use and profit of 
the common circulation of the country. Every man, 
therefore who holds banking capital, realises the 
interests, not only on the stock he subscribed, but 
on about oe-third of the amount more from circu- 
lation. The consequence is, and bas been, that 
capital forsakes agriculture and manufactures, on 
which no bounty is conferred by government, to go 
into banking and commerce.—Thus are the accu- 
roulation of the two most useful branches of our in- 
dustry drawn off, to be wasted on the other. I say to 
be wasted. For as has been already remarked, the 
mercantile lile is more fashionable and attractive 
than the hard work of the farmer and artizan, and 
always secures without government aic its full pro- 
portion of capital, the talent and population of the 
community. Nay, so seductive has been that voca- 
tion to all who wish to evade the curse of earning 
their bread by the sweat of their brow, thatthe 
competition aud conflict of capital and skill in mer- 
cantile life is usually too great—is suicidal—is 
wasteful of inental and monetary energy. The ad- 
dition of enormous credit aid favor ag.ravates the 
morbid inflainatory action of mercantile pursuits, 
aid bring on derangement and disorganization in 
business, such as we have constantly beheld since 
our system was adopted. 

It cannot be asserted with reason, that the accu- 
inulation of credit in commerce, is the salutary and 
appropriate mode of applying it to agriculture and 
manufactures. That would be to reverse their ac- 
tual and recognized order. Commerce is acknow- 
ledzed to be subordinate and dependent on then— 
this would subject them to her, nor can it be main- 
tained that our present systein is equa‘ly favorable 
in its direct dispensations of credit to all ip propor- 
tion to their wants. We have seen the importations 
of the country which directly result from mer- 
cantile action constantly running to excess, with 
the progress of our banking system. Precisely at 
the moment when our Dank circulation was the 
highest, our excess of imports was the highest— 
being sixty millions beyond the exports—the high. 
est excess known fora long period; and in fact the 


excess of our imports was about the excess of our 


circulation. 

It will not avail to contend that this was abuse 
and overaction of the banking system. It was over- 
action, and it is by overaction in all cases that 
the specific effect and tendency of all principles 
are tested. There was no overaction on agricul- 
ture it is conlessed—nor was there any ob manu- 
factures; the present, depression of those interests 
results from the mereaniile revulsion—not thelr own 
excesses. 


And this operation of the system is not acciden- 
tal and casual, but uniform and inevitable. Banks 
must be in cities where commerce is carried on— 
and money must chiefly bein the hands of iner- 
chants, although the aggregate property of that 
class is not near so great ag the farmers. Except- 
ing therefore the few who deal exclusively in mo- 
ney in the large cities, the merchants from their 
location and vocation must have control of the 
banks. And thus the welfare of the commonwealth 
is dependent on the will, the reason, and the fortunes 
of a class of men and branch of business, not se- 
lected for that purpose by the people, nor qualified 
for the trust by any natural or conventional pre- 
sumptions of virtue, talent, interest or sentiment 
beyond an equal number of the rest of the vitizens. 
And this great power has been conferred by the 
state governments in granting the exclusive privi- 
lege of accredit circulation. This money govern- 
ment of the country, thus created stronger than the 
political power, is given to those only who have a 
property qualification—to the man who can pay for 
the stock, and in a proportion to the amount of 
stock taken. The actual controlling effective go- 
vernment of the country is now, therefore, no longer 
a government of persons as the constitution pre- 
scribes, hut of property—not of men out of money. 
We have gone back, therefore, and are going back 
from free principles. We ave overthrown in prac- 
tice the fundamental declaration in our bills of rights, 
we have abrogated the doctrine of Wm. Penn. And 
not simply the political principle which he es- 
tablished, but a most important religious princi- 
ple, vigorously enforced by the Quakers, and uni. 
form!y acknowledged by all the sects and mora- 
lists. 

In our country, the merchants engaged in the im- 
port trade, comprehend, the greater part for wealth 
and number of all the vocation. And our import 
trade comprehends nearly all the luxuries and super- 
fluities we use. The Quakers as a sect, and as in- 
dividuals are opposed to the use of all these, and 
testify by constant precepts and examples against 
them. But they are now called upon as citizens to 
aid in cuntinuing not only the approbation of sur- 
plus capital and the whole credit of one hundred 
millions of circulation, but the credit and revenue 
of government, to a class, to be chiefly devoted to 
that trade—consolidating the surplus capital of the 
country and the mighty energy of an hundred mil- 
lions of credit currency, with all the fiscal power of 
government, to promote the expansion of that busi- 
ness which is most flourishing when it carries the 
gratifications of vanity, of pride and of appetite to 
the cabin doors of the frontiers, and supplies them 
there on credit. The customs of the people, and 
their habits, are depraved at the expense of fie- 
quent revolutions and embarrassments, at the ex- 
pense of additional toil and slavery, at the expense 
of nobler and holier purposes of human life, that 
must be sacrificed to sustain increased expense, 
extravagance and display. In ancient republics, 
which were both idolatrous and aristocratic, simpli 
city of manners were deemed so essential to liberty 
as 10 be enforced by sumptuary laws. But in our 
Christian democracy, the mightiest powers of go- 
vernment are applied to the enervation and corrup- 
tion of the people. It bas been the maxim of po- 
litical philosophers that virtue is the ruling principle 
of republics. In ours we have exalted avarice and 
vanity to the extreine sway. 


These considerations are of enough moment and 
magnitude to secure at least a serious attention to 
the principles of the great controversy now going 
on. 


It is contended that the constitutional treasury 
law confers on the president the power of the purse, 
by giving him the custody of the public money.— 
Well, who ought to have it,then? Congress. But 
congress is not always in session, and who will keep 
itin the recess? Some agent of congress. And is 
an agent of congress nore worthy of such a trust 
than the elect of three millions of voiers? Besides, 
when congress is In session, some tmnan must keep 
the keys of the treasury. But if itis restored to the 
banks, why, experience tells us by their repeated 
suspensions, that they will always be ready to sac- 
rifice their faith to the government to their interests. 
Political ambition may violate such a trust in our 
country—thatis conjecture. But mercantile avarice 
and speculation have repeatedly done so—that is 
fact and history. But the objections made to the 


president’s custody of the public money are insin- | 


cere. The public deposites were removable by the 
secrctary of the treasury, according to the charter 
of the United States bank as well as the Jate state 
bank deposite law, and he holds his office at the will 








of the president. No party objected to the provi- 
| sion, for its prosperity, if not necessily, was obvi- 
| ous to all. 


rer oe 


L will not discuss the objection that the sub-trea- 
sury bill provides one currency for the people, ano- 
ther for government Its absurdity is plan to every 
man of reflection. 


It is now almost four years since the banks pos- 
sessed, in addition to their circulation and other pri- 
vileges, the use of the public deposites of the U. 
Staies, and their paper was receivable in payment 
of public dues. By their infidelity to their duties 
to both government and the people, the connection 
between thein and the general governinent has been 
dissolved. And, according to the independent trea- 
sury law, lately passed, the public money remains 
in the hands of collectors and receivers until paid 
out ou appropriations of law. 


The great contest now going on is to determine 
whether this separation of government from bank is 
to continue. ‘The banks wish to repossess the pub- 
lic deposites. The merchants desire either that they 
should be restored to the local banks, or placedina 
new United States bank,«vhere, as before, they can 
secure the use of the money. Is this the interests 
of the peoople? Is it the duty of a plain and frugal 





society to apply the additional stimulus of public 
money and public credit to the traffic of the vices; 
lo promote designs of avarice and vanity, and to 
secure the predominance of indulgence over indus- 
(try?) Are not the hundred millions of credit in cir- 
culation now devoted in that manner, enough? Are 
not the effects sufficiently striking and instructive? 
No evil is more glaring than the sudden increase, 
of late years, in domestic expenditure; and the so- 
ciety of Friends has experienced peculiar difficulty 
in enforcing the regulations of its discipline ainongst 
its members, on this subject. Costly and fashiona- 
ble dress and furniture, dwelling, and diet, have 
prevailed to an alarming extent amongst them; and 
now, whilst at every meeting of business, they are 
seriousiy and solemnly inquiring into the state and 
progress of this evil among themselves, they are 
called ou to support politically a system of fiscal 
inanageinent that lends their own money and credit 
as citizens to promote the purchase and sale, to ex- 
tend the use and example of foreign finery and luxu- 
ry amongst us. We heave seen how difficult it is to 
resist the insidious progress of vice, with all the 
array of reason and religion. How can further op- 
position avail, when the political wisdom of the land 
shall deliberately apply the aggregated industry of 
the country, collected by taxation, to increase the 
evil. 

But it is contended that by increasing our propor- 
tion of metallic circulation, the prices of porperty 
and laber will fall. This idea is contrary to fact and 
to reason. Cuba has a currency purely metallic, 
and in no country are the prices higher. Texas has 
uow the most exclusive paper currency; do laborers 
get better employment—do our products find a bet- 
ter market there than elsewhere? We ali know that 
fluctuation aud uncertainty are the principal evils 
of our money system; we must know that a larger 
proportion of specie would render it more stable and 
uniform. As for the regulation of the Bank of the 
United States, nothing could be more uncertain.— 
The late bank was as irregular, almost, as any iocal 
bank; a new one must be governed either by the 
political power or the money power, of the coun- 
try. In one case it becomes the engine of party 
with all ite violence and vicissitudes; in the other it 
is the creature of avarice and speculation, with all 
their depravity and revulsion. 

An expanded paper system, therefore, whether 
under the control of state or federal banks, is detri- 
imental alike to the property, morals and liberty of 
the land, -Irequent expansions and suspensions 
render the multiplication and violation of engage- 
ments habitual, and lend the sanction of custom to 
bad faith. The sanctity of truth itself, the great 
fundame.tal principle of society and religion, is in- 
vaded, and the moral decomposition of the country 
goes fearfully of. This downward career is rapidly 
accelerated when the paper system acquires control 
over the government, and stimulates its fiscal action. 
Tariff and isternai iinprovement laws, which take 




















the moncy of the country from industry, to be 
appropriated by power, and create a mighty current 
|of money towards the treasury, from which it never 
}returns to the same pockets it left, ail tend to the 
‘consolidation of a great moneyed despotism, to 
| blight, fo corrode, to corrupt, to enslave the hearts, 
| the minds, the spirits, and persons of the people. 

| The society of Friends are solemnly bound, at 
i this crisi3, to assert, though the ballot box, the puri- 
| ty of their political principles, aud proteet themselves 
jand their property, as weil as their fellow citizens, 
| from thetriumph of a systein of government against 
iwhich they were led by William Penn, with aglory 
| which has neyer been eclipsed by the sons of liber- 
, ty, on her proudest baitle field. 


| ROBERT BARCLAY. 
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CHRONICLE. ° 

AMERICAN ANTIQUITIES. At a large meeting of the 
society of northern antiquaries at Copenhagen, a com- 
munication was read from Dr. Lund, now in the Bra- 
zils, mnpecting a very old large city, the buildings of 
which are of hewn stone, lately discovered in the vi- 
cinity of Bahia. Professor Schuk inferred, from the 
attached specimens of inscriptions, that the city was 
founded by the Sandinavians, during their residence in 
or occupation of the country. signification of a 
figure,.erected on an immense pillar, which stretches 
out its right arm and points with the forefinger to the 
north pole, appears to be singularly remarkable. 


ARKANSAS ELECTION. ‘There is no opposition to 
Yell, (V. B.) for governor. For the congressman we 
have returns from only 3 counties, which show an ag: 
gregate whig gain of 133, since the election of 1838, 


viz: 
: Congress, 1840. Congress, 1838, 
Con . Fowler, (W.) Cross, (V. B.) W. V.B. 
Philli 264 237 170 244 
St. Francis, 123 332 54 240 
Crittenden, 48 maj. 82 139 
435 619 306 623 
435 > 3U6 
Van Buren maj. now, 184 317 


The vote in St. Francis county, is taken from the 
Globe. Other papers state Cross’ majority at only 109, 
which, if correct, would make the whig gaiu in the 3 
i 233. Mr. Cross’ majority in the state in 1838, 
was 317. 


Army. Troops for Florida—The New York Com- 
‘mercial Advertiser states that two hundred and twen- 
ty-two recruits fur the 7th intantry, under the command 
of lieut. J. Van Horne, 3d infantry, were embarked on 
Monday on board the ship General Parkhill, for Pi- 
latka, Florida, via Savannah. Lieut. Stephen, 3d in- 
eo lieuts. Sherwood and Humber, 7th infantry, 
and lieut. Lugeibeel, 8th infantry, were attached to 
the command. 


BALTIMORE AND Onio RAIL ROAD. A dividend has 
been declared of $2 per share, and a dividend of 4 per 
cent. on the Washington branch. 


Bancor, the population of is—white males 4,178; 
females, 4,332; colored males, 56; females, 45;—total 
8,611. The census of 1830 was 2,868; 1835, 7,497; 
and 1837, 8,554. 


Corron. At New Orleans, but few sales at the last 
quotations—holders are waiting for later news. 

At Mobile 7} to 103 for old and new. The new 
pg thus far is very uniform, and clases as strictly fair: 
775 bales arrived on the 12th instant. 

From the second to the tenth of this month, there 
were received at New Orleans 15,777 bales of cotton. 
During that time 6,573 bales were shipped_to Liver- 

ool, Havana and to different ports in the U. States. 
he whole stock on hand, not cleared on the 9th inst. 
was 39,521 bales. 

The exports of cotton from New Orleans to Boston, 
during the last season, exceeded the exports to New 
York during the same period, in the ratio of 53,970 
bales to 49,593 bales—or in value in the ratio of 
$2,120,000 te $1,880,000; being $240,000 in favor of 
Boston, although the previous year we find the exports 
of cotton to New York exceed those to Boston by 
12,012 bales or $480,000. 


Deatus during the last week, in Baltimore 26 males, 
20 females, of which 6 were coloured, all free, and 19 
were under 1 year of age. 


Emigration. It isstated in a recent French paper, 
that at the port of Bremen, Germans are constantly ar- 
riving from all parts of their country, to take passage 
for N orth America. The number of these emigrants 
is every day increasing; it last year emounted to near- 
ly 13,000 persons, and this year, oi which two-thirds 
have not expired, it has already exceeded 17,000. In 
consequence of this, the ship builders are constantly 
employed in building veisiale capable of carrying a 
ae many passengers—and a vessel of this kind is 

ardly launched, before all the places for passengers 
are secured. 


Frour at New York, for Genesse $4 93a4 94; at: 


Philadelphia, dull at $5; at Baltimore prices remain 
stationary at our last quotations. Inspections of last 
week 12.323 bbls. 896 half bbls. Sales were made of 
about 2,000 bbls. at about $5, but prices declined dur- 
ing the week; receiving price may be quoted at $4 873; 
at Georgetown, $5 to 5 125; at Mobile, $6} to $65 for 
i haga $632 for Baltimore; at New Orleans 43 and de- 
clining. 

The New York Express of the 21st says: The last 
accounts from Europe have put an effectual check to 
shipments of both wiper and flour. The duty has ad- 
vanced so high, that no more will go forward, until 
some change of price takes place. 


Groraia ELection. Returns are received from all 
the counties except one, (Baker) and report states that 
that has givena V. B. majority of 40. ‘This would 
leave a whig majority on the congressional ticket of 
3,990. ‘The legislature stands as follows: 


Whigs. - 
Senate, 48 ; 
House, 115 88 


166 132 


big majority on joint ballot Ms and a tie for a " 
nator in Coweta, and two ties for representatives | 
Madison and Bullock counties. ~ 


Grovcesrer, Mass. Population 2,308, there are 27 
revolutionary pensioners; $4 persons between 60 and 
70 years of age, of whom 48 are females—58 between 
70 and 80, of whom 42 are females—28 between 80 
and 90, of whom 16 are femaies; and 2 females be- 
tween 90 and 100. 


Henrico county, Va. Population, free white males 
3,081; females, 3,101; free colored males, 493; females, 
520; male slaves, 3,157; females, 2,571. Total of 
whites 6,182; free colored 1,013; slaves 5,728; grand 
total 12,923. 


_ Iron rRape. It is stated by an English paper, that 
in consequence of the increased demand from the U. 
States for rail road iron, there had been an advance of 
ten per cent. in the price of the article, made by 
the Staffordshire and Welsh houses. Orders had 
been given, in one week, to the iron trade, for this 


species of manufactured iron, to the enormous amount 
of 35,000 tons. 


Leatuer. Massachusetts and Maine, manufacture 
leather, in value, exceeding $14,000,000. 


Lonpoy. The population of London is 1,434,863,— 
Liverpool numbers 168,175; Leeds, 82,121; Sheffield, 
71,720; and Birmingham 146,986, 


Menemer. Aut was born at Cavalla in 1769, and is 
now, consequently, 71 years of age. 


_Mernopist Bisuop 1N Canapa. The Toronto Pa- 
triot says, it is rumored that the rev. Egerton Ryerson 
is to be elevated to the rank of bishop, by the Ameri- 
can Episcopal Methodist society. 


Mosite. The population of Mobile, as shown by 
the late census, is as follows: white males 5,657, white 
females 2,616, free colored males 250, free colored fe- | 
males 295, male slaves 1,979, female slaves 1,075, mak- 
ing a grand total, including white and black, of 12,700. 
There are five academies and grammar schools, with 
191 pupils. There are eight primary and common 
schools, with 115 pupils. The number of pupils at 
public charge are 300; number of white persons over 
20 years of age who cannot read, 200. 


Money maRKET—New York. Within the last sixty 
days, says the N. Y. Herald of Wednesday, exchange 
on France has fallen, so as to render specie the best re- 
mittance, and about $800,000 in silver have been ship- 
ed by the Havre packets, while $600,000 have arrived 
eré from the West Indies and South America, and 
$500,000 in gold from England. ‘The balance in favor 
of this country, from England, has been about the 
same as in favor of France and against England—that 
is, the premium on French bills in London is about 
the same as the discount on sterling bills here, while 
exchange on France has been about one-half per cent. 
in favor of shipping coin from this side. This opera- 
tion is but temporary in regard to France, and is of 
but little importance as long as the influx of the pre- 
cious metals, from other quarters, exceeds the demand 
from that quarter. 

From the same source we take the following official 
table of theimport and export of gold and silver coins 
for a series of years, with the average import and ex- 
port of metal since 1834; and also the annexed re- 
marks, 

Imports and exports of gold and silver coin from 1825 


1837 7,490,309 2,756,914 1,895,265 1,828'653 


after the passage of the gold bill, the president ordered 
home the proceeds of the French and Neapolitan in- 
demnities, to the amount of $8,000,000 in gold, at the 
same time the United States bank borrowed 1,200,000 
in London, which was brought home in gold; and in 
the spring of 1838, a forced import of $3,000,000 was 
made by some brokers in Wall street, on a speculation. 
If these remittances had not been forced in gold, it is 
highly probable th it one half, or $6,000,000 would have 
reached here in silver, which would have reduced the 
gold import to one-fourth that of silver. 


—_——— 


ly create a scarcity of money; but not so in Fy 
as silver is the standard there. In this country, boil 
gold and silver are the standards, and if the price of 
d rises, it must be paid for in goods at low prices 
and will be as profitable an article of export a2 
cotton at high prices, or any other produce. At this 
moment, we owe Europe scarcely any thing, and to 
drain the metals, claims must be presented against the 
country. Under these circumstances, to impon gold 
into Europe from this country, a large amount of com. 
modities must be given in exchange, and a lesser 
amount received hereafter, on its export. The opera- 
tion, therefore, cannot be profitable, and is no cause 
for alarm.” 


THE MUSICAL FESTIVAL, at Burmingham last month 
produced £12,600—say $57,000. . 


New Brunswick, N. J. Population in that part of 
the city which lies south of Albany street, in North 
Brunswick township, there are white males 1,663. 
white femaies 1,907; black males 113; black females 
194. ‘Total, 3,877. 

In that part of the city which lies north of Alban 
street, in Franklin township, there are white males 646; 
white females 674; black males 125; black females 112, 
Total, 1,557. Making in all, 5,434. 


Newsparers. The number published in Mexico is 
fifteen, all of a very small size. The price $25 to $30 
per annum. 


PirrsBurG TRADE. There have been 35 arrivals, and 
35 departures of steambvats, since the 1st inst. Water 
this day in the channel is reported at 2 feet, 6 inches. 

[Pitt. American of the 13th. 


Ricamonp, Va. The population of, 5,435 white males; 
5,283 white females; 860 free colored males; 1,065 free 
colored females; 3,953 male slaves; 3,556 female slaves. 
Total 10,718 whites; 9,434 colored. Grand total 20,152, 


Russia. The pepsson of Russia in 1838, was 
53,977,200—inclucing the army and navy, the wander. 
ing tribés, Poland.and Finlan:, the number of inhabi- 
tants is 62,500,000. 


Sourn Caronina ELecTION. Thomas D. Sumpter, 
(whig), is elected in the Kershaw district. 


Sreampoats. The boiler of the Gildersleeve, ex- 
ploded as she was about to leave Toronto, on the 13:h 
instant—two men seriously scalded. 

Iron steamboats. ‘lhe experiment made by the pro- 
jector of the Valley Forge, was so far satisfactory that 
another iron boat was launched at Louisville on the 9:h 
instant. 

The steamer Brilliant, with upwards of 1,000 bales 
of cotton, a tew days since ran against a snag in the 
Mississippi, and sunk, leaving but her cabin above 
water. No lives were lost, but the boat and cargo are 
considered almost a total loss. 


Stocks. The report that arrangements had been 
effected by the United Stajes bank of Pennsylvania, 
which would enable that institution to resume specie 
payments, on or before the 15th of January next, oc- 
casioned the price of its stock to advance on the 16th 
instant, 3 per cent. in New York, say from 633 to 66 
a 67; it has subsided again, however, to 64} at pre- 
sent. 


Temperance. Forty-one keepers of places where 


to 1840. i : er gage 
: : ’ : spirituous liquors were sold,in Cincinnati, signed a 
a at a ie cport hagers abil pledge not to keep their bars open on the day of elec- 
S5 25: 1 BY WORF 1 | “On. * Se 

roo "Raaaan pha ripe yore _ Nearly a fourth part of the revenue of Russia is de- 
1827 6.618.007 6.139155 1.019.399 320°304 | Tved from the sale of spirits, it Deing a government 
1823 6216453 6.565.804 738.570  928°334 monopoly. It is computed that 82 million gallons of 
1829 5 749.839 3136 941 706.028 933102 brandy alone are drunk by the peasantry of that em- 
1830 6,285,475 == 731,955 705,879 474,876 | Pe 
1831 5,637,633 = 5,834,830 = 765,838 = 899,365} ‘T'opacco, has been in brisk demand _ at Baltimore 
Bes Sse, ULAR, Senet See done we, ren, ema te +> 

>> y foe, , : or common; goo a8; fine 9 to \ 
ret : veaene mercy yee <a Tobacco inspections of Virgrale for the year ending 30th 

, >» ’ 24, ’ ’ d ’ Ss tember, . 
1836 5,850,669 3,624,186 5,318,725 275,940 7 Hhds. In warehouses. 


Richmond, passed and refused, 20,738 10,750 hhds. 
“ 14,123 996 “ 





1838 5,679,390 — 2.292,342 11,444,189 740,263 | Petersburg, ; 
i229 4 230,915 3,968,035 1,063,040 2,814,650 Lynchburg, - 13.613 ivis 
Av. fr. ‘ Farmville, $é 4,552 i. “ 
gagg, THAGGHA, SAIL SRS. AMOR AID. LON AO Clarkesville; “ 2.710 17“ 
“This table presents the fact that the yearly import | Danville, as 927 ie 
of silver coin has exceeded the export nearly 5,000,002 | Milton, e 521 20. “ 
dollars, while that of gold coin has been but $3,000,000; | Tyre river, “6 550 Re 
making $2,000,000 yearly, or $12,000,000, for the six | Deane’s, es 200 10 “ 
vears, in favor of silver. There are, however, other | Union, “ 100 _— = 
facts connected with the import of gold, of which 
$12,000,000 have been a forced import, or notin ac- Total, 5S,034 13,829 hhds. 
cordance with the regular movement of trade. Svon [ Compiler. 


Wearuer. The Quebec Gazette of the 12th says: 
The first frost in this vicinity, materially affecting cul- 
tivated plants, was observed on the mornings of the 
9th-and 10th. 


Wueart. Prices remain without a material variation, 
but the last Ewropean news has lowered the demand 
considerably. 

At Baltimore, 90 to $1 00 for Maryland red—Penn- 
sylvania and New York at $1 02 to 1 04, and we find 
no quotations above these sums—but diminish from 
thence according to the convenience of getting to mar- 








“The event of a war in Europe will increase the va- | 
lue of gold, that being more in demand than silver, 


ket. 


because for military preaeee it is more portabl 
as gold is the sanderd England, it re portable, and 
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